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VIOLENT REPEAT
OFFENDER
SENTENCED TO LIFE
FOR THE MURDER OF A
ONE-YEAR-OLD CHILD
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Meet Gavin Patashnick, the SAO’s
newest Chief of the Juvenile Division.
Find out more about what he’s doing
to address juvenile crime.
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New laws are in place effective October
1st. Read how Legislative Updates affect
you and your community.

Cornell Harvey was sentenced to
two consecutive life sentences plus
50 years for the murder of oneyear-old Carter Scott.
A jury convicted Harvey of first
degree murder, attempted murder,
and conspiracy to commit murder
on June 12, 2015.
Assistant State’s Attorney Tonya
LaPolla prosecuted the case.
In May 2013, patrol officers with
the Baltimore Police Department were driving in the 1200 block of Cherry Hill
Road when they saw several men shooting into a vehicle. One-year-old Carter Scott
sat helplessly in the back of the car in his car seat; he was shot multiple times and
died from his injuries.

CLASSROOMS NOT COURTROOMS
P4
Fergerson faces two life sentences
for murdering two brothers in front of
their girlfriends in broad daylight on
Wolfe Street.

State’s Attorney Mosby launched the Great
Expectations program at Franklin Square Elementary
School on September 16th. Great Expectations is
a ten-month program that introduces 4th grade
students to the criminal justice field. Throughout
the year, the students will host a number of criminal
justice professionals in their classroom including
Assistant State’s Attorneys, Baltimore Police Officers,
legislators, judges, media professionals, investigators
and more.
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The students will learn firsthand about
potential criminal justice careers and
participate in hands-on activities
designed to spark an interest in the
field.
“I’ve said continually that we must
get to our students in the classroom,
before they end up in our courtrooms,”
Mosby said. “I hope that these children
are inspired by the professionals that
will visit them over the course of the
next ten months.”
The goal of the program is to get
children interested in law enforcement
careers, and expose the students
to the positive side of the criminal
justice system. State’s Attorney Mosby
charged Director of Crime Control
and Prevention Deborah Spector with
organizing the program. Spector’s
efforts this year also include the Junior
State’s Attorney Program, a summer
program for promising middle school
students, and Aim to B’more, a job
training program for non-violent
felony drug offenders.
“I’m glad the children enjoyed
themselves. We want them to learn
early about the world around them,
and how they can impact their
communities as they get older through
the choices they make and the careers
they choose to pursue,” Spector said.

JUVENILE DIVISION CHIEF SHOWS
PASSION FOR HELPING YOUTH
Chief of the Juvenile Division at the State’s Attorney’s Office, Gavin
Patashnick, says he found his passion for law, while working as a law clerk
in New York City.
“The community needs dedicated legal professionals to devote their
talents and drive reform,” Patashnick explains. “We are the advocates for the
people that don’t have the resources to defend themselves.”
After graduating from Goucher College in 1996, and the University of
Baltimore Law School in 2002, Patashnick answered an ad for a position
with the juvenile charging unit in Baltimore City.
“I grew to love the process of finding the best outcome for these
teenagers and the community. As a juvenile attorney, you’re part prosecutor,
part social worker.”
Patashnick deals with our most vulnerable population and realizes how
many Baltimore children
live, and it’s unlike any
childhood he’s ever seen.
“Unlike my childhood,
the danger and choices
the youth in Baltimore
face is staggering
and, frankly, at times
heartbreaking.”
As Patashnick reflects
on his career, his memory
takes him back to a case
of a 13-year-old boy
who was charged with
trespassing into M&T Bank Stadium.
“I remember him the most out of anyone because he was incredibly
smart, and actually put on his own defense,” Patashnick smiles as he
continues his story. “He told the court he was unable to see the no
trespassing signs because he was too short and he was running from
kids with bb guns. This one kid just goes to show that if we invest in our
children, they can use their skills in better ways.”
Patashnick says many of the kids that come through the juvenile system,
are trying to survive, and are peer pressured into a life of drug dealing.
The Department of Juvenile Services has hundreds of programs aimed at
helping juveniles. Patashnick says the challenge is finding a combination of
services that work for both the child and the family.
“If they do not have a support structure at home, at least they can have it
in their neighborhood. The community needs to be invested in its children.”
State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby named Patashnick her Juvenile Division
Chief when she took office.
“Gavin shares the same passion as I when it comes to investing in our
children. His innovative ideas and approach to juveniles is exactly what our
city needs,” Mosby said.
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JUSTICE FOR CARTER SCOTT

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Several new laws took effect on
October 1st including:

EXPUNGEMENT OF A CRIME THAT
IS NO LONGER A CRIME
Allows expungement to persons
convicted of a crime that is no longer
a crime such as possession of less than
10 grams of marijuana
REPEAL OF SUBSEQUENT
CONVICTION RULE
Enables certain persons to apply
for expungement of prior nonconvictions regardless of subsequent
convictions.
MARYLAND SECOND CHANCE
ACT
Allows individuals convicted of a nonviolent misdemeanor to petition to
shield their records after three years.
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VICTIMS OF CRIMENOTIFICATION REGARDING DNA
PROFILE
Requires law enforcement to tell
victims of a crime of violence, whether
a DNA profile was obtained, when it
was entered into the DNA database
and if there were any confirmed
matches.
State’s Attorney Mosby will again
champion legislation to introduce
evidence of a defendant’s relevant
prior sex crimes or abuse of a minor.
This bill will bring Maryland into
compliance with Federal Rules
of Evidence while ensuring serial
rapists are no longer able to get
away with a false consent defense.
Visit the Legislative Affairs page of
Stattorney.org to learn more and
sign the petition.
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MOUNT VERNON
MURDERER FACES
TWO LIFE SENTENCES

Continued from the first page

A thorough investigation into
the shooting revealed Cornell
Harvey set up the father of the child,
Rashaw Scott. Harvey arranged a
meeting with Scott by fabricating
a story about needing to go to an
apartment complex in Cherry Hill
to see a relative. Harvey directed the
child’s father to pull into the parking
lot of the complex. He then exited
the vehicle and told Scott to wait.
Suddenly, several men approached the vehicle and began shooting into
the car. Rashaw Scott and his son, Carter, were hit multiple times. The
child’s father survived the shooting.
“As a mother of two young girls, my heart goes out to this family for
the loss of this innocent child,” said State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby.
“This sort of reckless behavior is completely unacceptable and will no
longer be tolerated in our city. I’m not only thankful that the jury has
ensured justice on behalf of this family, but that the court has made
certain that this man will be held accountable for his blatant disregard
for human life.”
Harvey is not a stranger to the criminal justice system; in 2013, he
was acquitted of murder charges. In 2005, he was convicted of second
degree assault and currently has a pending contraband case stemming
from his possession of a weapon while incarcerated at the Baltimore
Detention Center. Harvey also has pending federal charges for
racketeering, distribution of heroin, cocaine, and marijuana.

MAN FACES TWO LIFE
SENTENCES FOR THE
MURDERS OF TWO
BROTHERS

Devon Fergerson was convicted of a
brazen double murder of two brothers in
Upper Fells Point in November 2013.
Fergerson was found guilty of two counts
of first-degree murder, two counts of using
a handgun while committing a crime of
violence, and one count of being a prohibited
person in possession of a firearm. Fergerson
faces a maximum of two life sentences plus
60 years in prison.
The day of the murders, two brothers, Kurt
and Karl Berrain, were walking with their
girlfriends near Johns Hopkins Hospital.
Fergerson and his female companion
were walking towards the foursome in
the opposite direction. Kurt Berrain said,
“Hello,” to Fergerson’s companion as the two
groups passed one another. Fergerson took
exception, telling Berrain that the woman
was with him. Berrain then told Fergerson
that he was accompanied by his own
girlfriend, and continued walking.
Fergerson approached the group again—
sparking an argument. The groups separated.
As the group continued walking, Fergerson
came up behind the group, and shot each
man in the back of the head.
Witnesses saw Fergerson fleeing the scene.
Fergerson was identified within 48 hours of
the double homicide.
“You cannot murder two residents in
broad daylight and get away with it. I am
glad that justice was served in this case,”
State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby said.

RAIN OR
SHINE,
NATIONAL
NIGHT OUT
GOES ON
tate’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby and members of her office
braved the intense showers that fell on National Night
Out, August 4th, to raise awareness of the senseless murders
plaguing our City and call for an end to the violence.
“We all have a stake in this,” State’s Attorney Mosby told the crowd at
the Delta Community Center in Park Heights. “Our children deserve
better, and we all must be willing to come forward and stand up against
these repeat violent criminals that kill our babies.”
National Night Out is an annual community building event that
promotes partnerships between neighbors, the community, and law
enforcement. With a record number of homicides this year, Mosby says
it is critical for everyone to get involved in the fight against crime. At each
National Night Out location, she highlighted cases in which witnesses
came forward and assured justice was served.
“If it were not for the brave souls who came and testified against a
Black Guerilla Family (BGF) hit man who murdered two women, and
critically injured another, we may not have been able to make sure he
was held accountable for his crimes,” said Mosby. “It is because of these
witnesses that he is now spending life plus 240 years in prison.”
State’s Attorney Mosby, Deputy State’s Attorneys, several prosecutors
and community liaisons were present in each of the City’s nine police
districts for National Night Out, handing out flyers and information on
how to report crime in their communities.
“I have always strived to be engaged with the community and as the
State’s Attorney I want to make sure people see the commitment that my
staff shares with me in keeping them informed and providing resources
to help them rid their neighborhoods of gangs and drugs,” said Mosby.
As Mosby spoke to residents at a Cherry Hill apartment complex,
heavy rain showers came down, causing the crowd to disperse. Despite
the unfortunate weather, Mosby and her team continued their stops,
greeting residents, and giving words of encouragement.
“I am so grateful to have a team that believes in justice just as much as
I do, and understands the importance of community partnerships,” said
Mosby.
By the end of the night, Mosby had visited seven National Night Out
events in nearly every corner of the City.
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