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JAMES BERRY WAS 
SENTENCED TO TWO LIFE 
SENTENCES PLUS 110 YEARS 
FOR MURDER
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Special Victims Unit prosecutors win 
justice for 16 year old girl who was 

raped at a Hopkins frat party in 2014.

Meet Lee Cox, the steady hand 
behind the SAO’s 24 hour Charging 

Unit at Baltimore City’s Central 
Booking Facility.
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State’s Attorney Mosby, advocates, and 
other elected officials push for  

change during the 2016 Maryland 
 Legislative Session.

     State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby, in partnership 
with eight Baltimore City Public Schools, launched 
year two of the Junior State’s Attorney Program. 
The program exposes middle school students to 
criminal justice careers. 
     Mosby began her administration with a 
commitment to reach Baltimore’s youth before they 
reached the criminal justice system.

     James Berry was sentenced to two 
life sentences plus 110 years for multiple 
offenses related to a murder conspiracy. 
His co-defendant, Tyrone Carter, also 
received two life sentences plus 115 
years. They were convicted by a jury on 
September 22, 2015.
     Assistant State’s Attorneys LaRai 
Everett with the  Major Crimes Unit, and 

Angela Diehl of the Homicide Division, prosecuted this case.
     Evidence at trial established that on the evening of November 13, 2012, four to six 
armed, masked men entered a residence in the 2500 block of West Lafayette Avenue, 
believed to be the home of Brandon Morris a/k/a Brandon “Gotti” Horton, but in fact, 
the home was that of Horton’s mother, Renee Horton.
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NO BREAKS FOR SAO 
CHARGING UNIT
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     Leondria “Lee” Cox has spent her entire career in the criminal 
justice field. She worked in pre-trial release services with the 
Department of Corrections until she came to the Baltimore City 
State’s Attorney’s Office in 2004. Cox is a law clerk in the charging 
unit where incoming defendants are processed and screened.
     “I came to the unit just before it moved to a 24 hour operation. We 
have a 24-hour deadline to process each incoming case. ” Cox said.
     Cox describes her work environment as team oriented. She says 
that the support staff and the attorneys depend on one another to 
ensure that the worst offenders are held at their bail review hearings 
and that minor offenders are not held for lengthy jail stays while 
awaiting trial.
     “The system flags the cases red once their time gets down to the 
15-hour mark. It’s 
our job to get the 
information to 
the attorneys in 
a timely fashion 
because the clock 
is ticking. We have 
to make sure that 
we catch and flag 
the really violent 
ones so that we 
can recommend 
to the court 
commissioner they 
be held,” Cox said.
     When a new 
case comes in 
Cox and her 
co-workers 
investigate and 
then file a report detailing the defendant’s criminal past. Her team 
is also responsible for circulating the formal charging documents 
throughout the legal system once the charges are finalized.
     Cox says she cares deeply about her job, and sees herself as an 
active participant in the fight against crime.
     State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby considers the Charging Unit at 
Central Booking to be a critical component of her strategy to target 
violent repeat offenders.
    The office was recently awarded the Smart Prosecution grant for 
$425,000 to improve the pretrial screening process for defendants 
in Baltimore. Cox says that the new staffer who was hired under the 
grant to administer the new program is already making a positive 
impact on her unit.

     Upon entry, Ms. Horton, her two 
sons, and daughter were forced to the 
living room while a four-year-old child 
remained upstairs in the bath tub. Within 
minutes, Ms. Horton and her sons were 
shot multiple times; killing the two men 
and seriously injuring their mother. Ms. 
Horton’s daughter survived the massacre 
by fleeing to the basement after barely 
dodging a bullet.
     The investigation revealed that the 
attack was in retaliation for an earlier 
shooting that Berry and Carter believed 
involved Brandon Horton.
     “Street justice does not work in 
the court of law. Our prosecutors are 
steadfast in their efforts to pursue justice 
on behalf of victims and families in this 
city. I hope this sentence gives them a 
sense that justice was served,” Marilyn J. 
Mosby, State’s Attorney for Baltimore 
City said.
     For their roles in this heartless and 
brazen crime Berry and Carter were 
convicted of: 

Conspiracy to murder
1st Degree Murder (2 counts) 
Attempted 1st Degree 
Murder (2 counts) 
Conspiracy to Commit 1st Degree 
Assault (2 counts) 
 Firearm Crime of Violence (4 counts)
Tyrone Carter was also convicted of 
Illegal Possession of a Handgun
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FOR A SECOND TIME
Continued from the first page

than Turner was convicted 
of second degree sex offense 

and second degree assault after 
he sexually assaulted a teenage girl at a 
fraternity house on the campus of Johns 
Hopkins University; he faces 30 years in 
prison. Assistant State’s Attorney Trey 
Perkins prosecuted the case.
     On November 1, 2014, the fraternity 
brothers of Sigma Alpha Epsilon held a 
costume party at their fraternity house. A 
16-year-old girl went to the party with her 
older sister.
     During the course of the party, the 
16-year-old girl became intoxicated. 
Around 1 o’ clock in the morning the 
victim woke up in the basement and 
could not recall how she ended up on 
the floor. Turner sexually assaulted the 
victim, along with his co-defendant Chaz 
Haggins who previously pled guilty and 
was sentenced to 20 years suspend all but 
five years after he admitted to raping the 
victim. After the assault they left her in 
the bathroom. “When  these defendants 
were finished getting what they wanted, 
they left her alone and victimized,” 
Perkins said.
     Both men will have to register as 
sex offenders. Neither of the men were 
students of Johns Hopkins University or 
members of the fraternity.

     “We have to show the public that we care about the future of our children 
as we also work to regain the public’s trust in law enforcement,” said Mosby. 
     Program participants spend time with criminal justice professionals, 
including the Baltimore Police Department to learn how criminal justice 
works.
     “Watching the kids fascinated by the experiences they gained last 
summer warmed my heart,“ said Community Liaison Michelle Lee.  
     At the end of the program the students put on a mock trial to showcase 
everything they learned. 
     “It was exciting,” said Xavier Coles, a 2015 program participant. 
“Opportunities like this don’t come to every kid in Baltimore.”
     Last year’s inaugural effort was widely regarded as a success.
     “My experience with the program has been very motivating,” said one 
participant. “Before I wanted to be a judge, but I lost interest, now I want to 
be a judge again.”
     In addition to the Junior State’s Attorney Program, the Baltimore 
City State’s Attorney’s Office has produced an engagement program for 
elementary school children called Great Expectations and Aim to B’More, a 
diversionary program that largely impacts young adults. 
     “This is such an amazing program. I’m so glad that we are able 
to continue it and give another group of Baltimore City children an 
opportunity to have the same experience as last year’s class, ” said Deborah 
Spector, Director of Crime Control and Prevention. 

MAN CONVICTED 
OF SEX OFFENSE 
AND ASSAULT OF 
16-YEAR-OLD GIRL AT 
FRATERNITY HOUSE
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THE DAILY RECORD 
TOP 100 WOMEN

     Assistant State’s Attorney Kelly A. 
Burrell is the Team Captain for all child 
abuse cases in the Special Victims Unit in 
the Baltimore City State’s Attorney’s Office. 
She was recently named to The Daily 
Record’s Top 100 Women of 2016.  When 
the Special Victims Unit in the SAO was 
formed in 2012, Burrell immediatley took 
on a leadership role as a team captain. 
Her team handles corporal punishment, 
child pornography and child homicide 
cases. Burrell and her team work closely 
with the Baltimore Police Department and 
advocates throughout the City.
      Prior to joining the SAO, Burrell 
worked at the Baltimore City Department 
of Social Services (BCDSS) as a staff 
attorney where she assisted families in 
crisis while representing the interests of 
Baltimore City’s social workers. Soon after 
joining BCDSS she was offered a position 
with the Office of the State’s Attorney for 
Baltimore City.
      “We are prosecutors, not persecutors. 
We must remember that we are dealing 
with families that have a life to live after the 
case is done,”  Burrell said.
     Burrell is a graduate of Emory 
University in Atlanta, Georgia and the 
University of Maryland, Baltimore School 
of Law. After receiving her Juris Doctor she 
clerked in the Circuit Court for Baltimore 
City with the Honorable Allan Schwait.

SAO FIGHTS  FOR TOUGHER 
CRIMINAL LAWS IN ANNAPOLIS
During the 2016 Legislative Session that ended on April 11th, the State’s 
Attorney fought for several bills to hold violent offenders accountable and 
ensure justice for victims. 

ENHANCED PENALTIES FOR REPEAT DRUNK DRIVERS WHO INJURE 
OR KILL (SB160/HB157): The SAO looks forward to the Governor signing 
this legislation that increases the maximum penalties for offenders who 
kill or seriously injure someone while driving under the influence or 
impaired by alcohol or drugs.  The bills increase the maximum penalties 
for auto manslaughter (gross negligence) from 10 to 15 years and for auto 
manslaughter (criminal negligence) from three to five years.  The bills also 
increase the maximum penalties for homicide while driving under the 
influence or impaired, causing serious bodily injury while driving under the 
influence or impaired, and homicide while impaired by drugs or controlled 
dangerous substances (CDS). The new penalties will only apply to offenders 
with prior drunk driving convictions. Legislators heard powerful testimony 
from Jim Wade -- family representative for Thomas Palermo who was killed 
tragically in North Baltimore in December 2014 by Heather Cook. She 
drove drunk and struck the cyclist and father of two. This legislation was 
sponsored by Delegate Valentino-Smith and Senator Cassilly. 

INCREASED MAXIMUM PENALTY FOR SECOND DEGREE MURDER 
(JUSTICE REINVESTMENT ACT): Originally presented in separate bills 
(SB159 and SB177 sponsored by Senators Cassilly and Brochin respectively 
and HB96 sponsored by Delegate B. Wilson), the final Justice Reinvestment 
Act bill (SB1005) passed by the General Assembly on the last day of the 
session included a provision to increase the maximum penalty for second 
degree murder from 30 to 40 years. This bill will impact future second 
degree murder cases like that of Gabrielle Smith who  was convicted late 
last year of the stabbing death of Latreisha Gowdy. She was sentenced to 
33 years- the maximum at the time for second degree murder and use of a 
deadly weapon during the commission of a crime of violence.  Once this bill 
is signed into law, the state will be able to seek a maximum 43 years for the 
same crime.  The SAO has lobbied for this increase for two years in a row 
with the help of prosecutors statewide. 

ADMISSION OF EVIDENCE IN CASES AGAINST REPEAT SEXUAL 
OFFENDERS (SB235/HB218): For the third year in a row, State’s 
Attorney Mosby personally lobbied for critical legislation that would 
allow prosecutors to introduce evidence of a defendant’s other relevant 
sex crimes and bring our state’s sexual assault laws closer to federal rules.  
SB235, sponsored by Senator Brochin, passed the Senate unanimously, 
marking the legislation’s most significant progress to date.  Ultimately 
SB235 and HB218, sponsored by Delegate Wilson, died in the House. The 
legislation had widespread support from service providers, prosecutors 
and concerned citizens throughout Maryland.  State’s Attorney Matt 
Maciarello and Deputy Sheriff Dave Owens from Wicomico County joined 
us in Annapolis to share the powerful story of 11-year-old Sarah Foxwell 
who was raped and murdered by a serial sex offender who had won multiple 
prior acquittals.  Shatia Lansdowne also shared her powerful story of 
survival. Several advocacy groups including the Baltimore Child Abuse 
Center, Phynyx Ministries, the Women’s Law Center and the Maryland 
Coalition Against Sexual Abuse lobbied for the bill. And over 3,300 people 
signed a petition urging legislators to pass it. The SAO will be working with 
stakeholders throughout the summer to increase this legislation’s future 
changes of passage. 
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