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Alonzo Gorham-Ramos will be sentenced on January 26, 2016, for the heinous murder of Patterson Park
resident, Kimberly Leto. Gorham-Ramos pled guilty to brutally stabbing Leto 11
times.
Despite the State’s plea recommendation of life suspend all but 60 years incarceration, the defendant availed himself of the court’s offer to cap the defendant’s
sentence at life suspend all but 45 years incarceration.
On January 31, 2014, at approximately 7:42 a.m. Baltimore Police responded
to a home in the 400 block of South Elwood Avenue after the victim was found
unresponsive by her boyfriend. Paramedics declared Leto dead at the home. The
victim was lying face down on the living room floor in a pool of blood. The victim’s boyfriend told police he heard the sound of a male voice and came downstairs to find his girlfriend dead.
Continued on page 2

SAO RECEIVES $425K
GRANT TO IMPROVE
PRETRIAL SCREENING
The Office of the State’s Attorney for Baltimore City
recently received a two-year, $425,000 grant from the US
Department of Justice (USDOJ) to evaluate and reform the Office’s pretrial processes. Baltimore City was one of only four jurisdictions
selected nationwide for an FY2015 Smart Prosecution Initiative grant.
Continued on page 3
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Gorham-Ramos had previously
broken into the victim’s residence in
August 2013, by entering through the
kitchen window. During that burglary,
the victim awoke and chased GorhamRamos from the residence. Gorham
-Ramos admitted that he had committed
the burglary in August 2013, and that
he and another person broke into the
victim’s house on January 31, 2014.
Gorham-Ramos stated that during
the burglary a pillow was forced over the
victim’s head as she was stabbed multiple
times until she stopped fighting.
DNA testing revealed the victim’s
blood on Gorham-Ramos pants. After
being shown pictures of his bloody
footprints Gorham-Ramos confessed to
the murder.
“It is so unfortunate that this woman
senselessly lost her life at the hands of
a child, who was 14-years-old when
he committed this crime” said State’s
Attorney Marilyn Mosby. “I pray her
family, friends, and the community
feel some sense of peace knowing this
perpetrator is being held accountable.”

HOMICIDE CHIEF’S 40 YEAR PURSUIT
OF JUSTICE
For 40 years Homicide Division Chief, Don Giblin, has aggressively
pursued and prosecuted some of the worst criminals in Baltimore’s history,
so much so he was appropriately nicknamed the “Prince of Darkness” by a
Baltimore Police Homicide Detective.
“My job is interesting, and even after 40 years I find it to still be quite
rewarding,” said Giblin.
Giblin attended Loyola College, where he majored in Political Science.
He graduated with his juris doctor from the University of Maryland Law
School in 1974.
“I don’t have a background story as to why I decided to get into law,
as a kid I just thought it would be cool,” he laughs. “I remember my first
jury trial quite vividly, I wondered if I would be able to be a strong litigator.
About half way through my opening arguments I remember thinking, I can
do this.”
Giblin has handled
three death penalty cases
and has seen record lows
and records highs in
homicides in Baltimore.
“We have the best
model I have ever
seen when it comes to
prosecuting homicides,
it’s called vertical
prosecution,” he explains.
“When murders
occur an Assistant State’s
Attorney is assigned the
case that same day, and contact is immediately made with the detective. In
the old days, prosecutors wouldn’t get the case until way down the road.”
But even with this successful model, and a conviction rate of 79%,
Giblin recognizes that fear has a grip on witnesses and victims of crime,
which ultimately affects his unit’s ability to prosecute some cases.
“We did not have anywhere near the issue to get witnesses to come
forward years ago, as we do now,” Giblin said. “But I understand it can
become dangerous if one comes forward, and that just makes the witnesses
that do come forward in my view, heroes.”
Despite the challenges faced by the Homicide Unit, Giblin says none of
the 17 prosecutors have ever given up on their pursuit of justice on behalf of
Baltimore victims.
“I work with some of the best prosecutors and homicide detectives.
This is not a nine to five job, being a homicide prosecutor in Baltimore is a
24-hour job, and it takes a great deal of skill and commitment to do what
we do.”
Many have wondered if hitting the big 4-0 would be the end of an epic
career, Giblin says not yet.
“This will not be my last year,” he said confidently. “I still enjoy what I
do, and I still think I do a pretty good job. When I no longer feel that way,
then I will know it is my time to go.”
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OTTOBAR KILLER
SENTENCED TO THE
MAXIMUM 20 YEARS

Nicholas Heath was sentenced to 20
years for the death of Thomas Malenski on
January 7, 2016. Heath was convicted of
second-degree assault and manslaughter.
Assistant State’s Attorney Traci Robinson
prosecuted the case.
The attacks occurred on September
26, 2014, at the Ottobar in the 2500 block
of North Howard Street. When Baltimore
Police arrived at the scene they found two
men suffering from cuts. Malenski had a
gaping wound to his neck, the second victim
also suffered a cut to his face. Malenski was
taken to the hospital where he died. Heath
told detectives he acted in self-defense, but
he was identified by witnesses at the bar as
the person responsible for the stabbings.
“This sentence won’t bring back Mr.
Malenski, but I hope that this service of
justice brings some sort of closure to his
family,” said State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby.
Heath was tracked down to his
girlfriend’s home and placed under arrest.
The knife used in the stabbing was also
found inside the house.
“The courthouse was packed with
Malenski’s friends and family. All of them
said that he was a loving person who was
always there for people when they needed
him,” said Victim Witness Advocate Shanika
McCullough, who was assigned to assist the
Malenski family.

$425,000 SAO GRANT

Continued from the first page

The competitive grant
is part of the USDOJ’s
“Smart Suite” of crime
fighting programs which
includes Smart Policing,
Smart Probation and Smart
Pretrial.
The Smart Prosecution Initiative, administered by the Bureau of Justice Administration
(BJA), pairs an operational, results-focused researcher with a prosecutor’s office for the development of data-driven solutions to challenges
faced by prosecutors nationwide.
The Office of the State’s Attorney for Baltimore City is partnering
with Dr. Kevin Baldwin, Applied Research Services, Inc. for the twoyear program to review and reform the charging procedures used by
our staff in Central Booking.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
The Office of the State’s Attorney
will continue its aggressive target of
Violent Repeat Offenders for this
Session by supporting several bills
which will increase the penalties for
several crimes and allow evidence
of repeat acts to be used against
offenders.
REPEAT SEX OFFENDERS
One in five Maryland women will
experience rape in their lifetime.
If passed, the bill would allow
prosecutors to introduce evidence of
a defendant’s past sex crime or abuse
of a minor, bringing Maryland closer
to compliance with Federal Rules of
Evidence.
REPEAT DANGEROUS DRIVERS
In 2013, 466 individuals lost their lives
on Maryland’s roads; nearly a third of
these innocent people were killed by a
drunk driver. This bill would

3

attempt to increase the maximum
allowable penalties for certain serious
traffic offenses, such as drunk driving,
resulting in bodily injury or death.
SECOND DEGREE MURDER
This session, State’s Attorney Mosby
will again testify before the House
Judiciary Committee in support of
increasing the maximum penalty for
second degree murder from thirty to
forty years .

MAN CONVICTED OF
BIGAMY, ALSO PROSECUTED
FOR THEFT OF $30K FROM
GIRLFRIEND

DeShawn Valentine pled guilty to theft
by deception for conning his then-girlfriend
out of $30,000 in 2013.
He will be sentenced to 15-years,
suspend all but five years. Under the terms
of his plea, Valentine has 60 days to pay
back the stolen $30,000 in order to receive a
five year sentence. If he fails to pay back the
money he could serve the entire fifteen year
sentence.
Assistant State’s Attorney Matthew Scott
Weiner prosecuted this case.
In December of 2013, Valentine told
the victim that he had to appear at a court
deposition regarding the alleged deaths
of his mother and grandmother. The
defendant also told the woman he was going
to marry her and transfer his assets to her so
that the bank could not come after him, but
first she needed to present the bank with her
actual assets, social security card, and birth
certificate.
Valentine’s fabricated story convinced
the woman to bring her information and
$30,000 to the defendant. She placed the
items in his trunk before getting into her
own vehicle with plans to meet at the
courthouse. Once at the courthouse,
Valentine never arrived.
After seven weeks of attempting to
retrieve her assets, the victim filed charges
on February 5, 2014.

BALTIMORE NATIVE
JADA PINKETTSMITH DONATES
$10,000 TO SAO’S
VICTIMS AND
WITNESSES FUND
The Baltimore State’s Attorney’s
Office hosted its first annual Winter
Solstice benefiting victims and
witnesses of crime on December 3,
2015. More than 250 individuals attended the event, raising a total
of $31,350. Baltimore native and philanthropist Jada Pinkett-Smith
donated $10,000 to the fund.
In addition to raising money for the Victims Emergency
Fund, the State’s Attorney’s Office also used the event to honor
members of both the community and the office who have shown an
extraordinary commitment to improving public safety in Baltimore
City. The honorees included Sergeant Keith McNeill, a Baltimore
Police Officer who was shot earlier this year. Sergeant McNeill
received the Craig Chandler Heroism Award, a new award named
in honor of Officer Chandler who lost his life in the line of duty in
January 2015.
Baltimore City Sheriff John Anderson received the Shield Award
for his outstanding commitment to public safety. Reverend Alvin
Gwynn Sr. of Friendship Baptist Church was awarded the Purpose
in Spirit Award for his continued efforts to uplift communities
across the City. Keith Haynes, Maryland Delegate for the 44th
District, received the Legislator Leadership Award in recognition
of his continued work to address the systematic changes within
the criminal justice system. The Unsung Hero Award was awarded
posthumously to the late Gloria Hertzfelt, a community advocate
who made a number of grassroots strides in the Greektown
Community. Mrs. Hertzfelt passed away on November 9, 2015.
The success of the State’s Attorney’s Office could not be achieved
without the dedicated Assistant State’s Attorneys and support staff
who work tirelessly to obtain justice for victims and witnesses of
crime. This year, the Mark Cohen Award, given to an outstanding
felony prosecutor who prosecutes challenging cases in pursuit of
justice by devoting time and energy in and out of the courtroom,
was presented to Angela Diehl. The Alex Yankelove Award, given to
a prosecutor in District Court, Misdemeanor, or Juvenile who has
demonstrated that he or she is a rising star in the legal community,
was presented to Wes Corning. The Patsy Price Award, given to a
support staff member that goes above and beyond to make sure that
attorneys are prepared for trial, was presented to Shannon Green.
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COMMUNITY LIAISONS

COMMUNITY EVENTS SCRAPBOOK

NORTH DISTRICT

MERRICK MOISE
DIRECT - 443-469-7660 || OFFICE - 443-984-6176

mmoise@stattorney.org

NORTHWEST DISTRICT

ISAAC SCHLEIFER
DIRECT - 443-690-0094

ischleifer@stattorney.org

NORTHEAST DISTRICT

KINJI SCOTT
DIRECT - 410-967-6262 || OFFICE - 410-878-8587

kscott@stattorney.org

EAST DISTRICT

ANTONIO “TONY” GLOVER
DIRECT - 443-839-3319 || OFFICE - 410-878-8544

aglover@stattorney.org

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT

MICHELLE LEE
DIRECT: 443-602-6566 || OFFICE - 443-984-6241

mlee@stattorney.org

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT

EVELYN VARGAS

(BILINGUAL)
DIRECT - 443-602-6096 || OFFICE - 443-984-6109

evargas@stattorney.org

SOUTH DISTRICT

DERRICK GREENE
DIRECT - 443-413-4545 || OFFICE - 410-878-8436

dgreene@stattorney.org

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT

KEENEN GETER
DIRECT - 443-257-7193 || OFFICE - 443-984-6219

kgeter@stattorney.org

WEST DISTRICT

BILAL ALI
DIRECT - 443-540-7797 || OFFICE - 410-878-8162

bali@stattorney.org

TO CONTACT US:

443-984-6000
MAIL@STATTORNEY.ORG

CENTRAL DISTRICT AND JUVENILE

120 EAST BALTIMORE ST., 9TH FLOOR
BALTIMORE, MD 21202

ASHE SMITH
DIRECT - 443-475-0633 || OFFICE - 443-263-8114

asmith@stattorney.org
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