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 Keith Davis Jr.  was 
found guilty by a Baltimore 
City jury of the second degree 
murder of Kevin Jones. Davis 
was also convicted of using a handgun in a crime of 
violence. Assistant State’s Attorney (ASA) Andrea Mason 
prosecuted the case.
 On June 7, 2015,   police were called for a reported 
shooting at a parking lot in the 5200 block of Park Heights 
Avenue at the Pimlico Race Course just before 5 a.m. Upon 
arrival, they discovered the body of Kevin Jones, a security 

officer for the Maryland Jockey Club who worked at the course. Medical examiners later determined 
that Jones had been shot 11 times — suffering from multiple gunshot wounds to his head and torso.  
 Five hours after the murder, Davis was observed running from the scene of an auto accident 
with a gun. According to investigators, Davis was just blocks from the scene where Jones was found 
murdered. Police pursued Davis, and Davis was eventually cornered in a garage a short distance away.  

JUSTICE DELIVERED FOR KEVIN 
JONES, DAVIS CONVICTED OF 
SECOND DEGREE MURDER

          Under the Mosby Administration, 
the SAO has made youth programming 
a priority through its Crime Control and 
Prevention Unit (CCP).  The Office recently 
received a $350,000 federal grant to 
expand existing programs in the SAO like 
Great Expectations and Junior State’s 
Attorney. The funding also enabled the 
office to hire a new Youth Coordinator 
to manage these programs and explore 
developing additional youth focused 
initiatives like this year’s Youth Violence 
Prevention Week, and the SAO’s Summer 
#PopUp series.

SAO UPLIFTS BALTIMORE’S YOUTH

The Office of the States Attorney for Baltimore City has so much talent!  Our employees are often recognized for their stellar work in the community 
and the local criminal justice system.  Here are a few highlights:

CITYWIDE
Derrick Greene
443.984.6219

dgreene@stattorney.org

NORTHEASTERN
Andrea Curley
443.984.6047

acurley@stattorney.org

EASTERN
Antonio Glover
443.984.6047

aglover@stattorney.org

SOUTHEASTERN
Michelle Lee

443.984.6241
mlee@stattorney.org

CENTRAL
Ashe Smith

443.984.6029
asmith@stattorney.org

WHO IS YOUR
COMMUNITY LIAISON?

SOUTHERN
Evelyn Vargas
443.984.6109

evargas@stattorney.org

SOUTHWESTERN
Brianna Faulkner

443.984.6227
bfaulkner@stattorney.org

WESTERN
Reginald A. Williams

443.984.6162
rwilliams@stattorney.org

NORTHERN
Mark Byrd

443.263.8114
mbyrd@stattorney.org

NORTHWESTERN
Jessica Bowes
443.845.4972

jbowes@stattorney.org

Western District Liaison, Reginald Williams 
was recently recognized by the City for his 

work during National Night Out 2017.

Gun Violence Enforcment Division Chief, 
Charles Bloomquist currently serves as 

President of the Baltimore Bar Association.

Assistant State’s Attorney, Noelle Newman 
currently serves as President of the
Monumental City Bar Association.
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SA’S STAFF RECOGNIZED FOR IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY

VIOLENT REPEAT 
OFFENDER GETS
600+ YEAR SENTENCE

     In a suite tucked away on the second floor 
of the Mitchell Courthouse, four prosecutors, 
three paralegals, and eight law clerks are 
tasked with reviewing the Body Worn 
Camera (BWC) footage from every arrest 
that is forwarded to the SAO for prosecution. 
     The Evidence Review Unit’s (ERU) Chief, 
Sandra Goldthorpe, is ultimately responsible 
for the entire operation which receives as 
many as 350 new BWC videos a day. In her 
prior career, Goldthorpe spent 12 years 
as a Defense Contractor processing large 
amounts of data for the U.S. military—which 
makes her uniquely qualified to lead ERU. 
     “We locate footage, tag it [by placing 
markers at critical points of the arrest], and 
upload it to our case management system,” 
Chief Goldthorpe said. “If the video is good—
meaning the officers are courteous and 
following protocol— it often leads to pleas.” 
     State’s Attorney Mosby and her senior 
leadership team recognized the value of 
having recently hired ASAs work in ERU. 
In 2017, the SAO made ERU the first unit 
rotation stop for newly sworn prosecutors. 
     “They learn quickly that every piece 
of information we’re given isn’t always 
100% correct or accurate. Working in ERU 

dispels all notions of what is possible or 
plausible,” Chief Goldthorpe said about 
the unpredictable content her unit sees 
on a daily basis. “Nothing surprises us.” 
     The Baltimore Police Department’s BWC 
program is an effort to bring the department 
in line with modern policing best practices. 
The call for BWC intensified in Baltimore after 
Freddie Gray died in police custody. A pilot 
program was launched in November 2015, and 
full implementation began in May 2016. Since  
then, BWC footage has played a central role 
in several instances where officers’ handling 
of evidence was called in to question. After 
the allegations surfaced, ERU was charged 
with reviewing all arrest footage connected 
to the officers who were under investigation to 
ensure that no one else was arrested or charged 
because of questionable police practices. 
     Ridgeway Mills, an ERU law clerk, 
says that the BWC has brought a new 
level of accountability and professionalism 
to the police department. Mills says his 
experience in ERU has exposed him to the 
“humanity” inherently involved in policing. 
     “We watch footage of men and women who 
are still working all the way through an 18 hour 
shift,” Mills said.

BODY WORN CAMERA DIVISION 
REVIEWS THOUSANDS OF ARRESTS 

TO ENSURE JUSTICE FOR CITIZENS OF 
BALTIMORE

 Anthony Johnson was sentenced to 
Life, suspend all but 50 years, plus an 
additional 633 years in prison after being 
convicted of sexually assaulting a teenage 
girl and pleading guilty to more than a 
dozen armed robberies and 18 counts of 
felony drug distribution offenses.
 Assistant State’s Attorney (ASA) Rich 
Gibson of the Major Investigations Unit 
(MIU) prosecuted the sex offense case. 
Gibson and ASA Michael Turiello of the 
Criminal Strategies Unit (CSU) prosecuted 
the robbery and drug cases.
 On June 27, 2016, at approximately
3:30 p.m., the victim was walking from 
a store and took a short cut through an 
alley in the 1900 block of North Broadway 
Street. While at that location Johnson 
approached her, pulled out a gun, and 
told her to be quiet. 
 Johnson then asked if the victim 
had any money. The victim indicated 
that she only had “5 cents.” The young 
woman was then sexually assaulted at 
gunpoint. Once the attack was over, the 
victim ran away and contacted the police. 
 Johnson was also a suspect in a string 
of more than a dozen armed robberies of 
young cisgender and transgender women.
Gibson intercepted a jail call that revealed 
a plot to frame an innocent man for 
Johnson’s crimes. 
 Once Johnson was convicted in the 
sexual assault trial, he then took an open 
plea to multiple armed robbery counts 
and drug distribution charges.

Baltimore Rapper Lil Key and 92Q’s Lil Black 
supporting the SAO’s Summer #PopUp Event

BWC Chief Sandra Goldthorpe and Ridgeway Mills

Anthony Johnson



Officers opened fire and Davis was struck 
before hiding. A gun was recovered 
near Davis in the garage. The weapon 
had Davis’ DNA, fingerprints, and 
palm prints on the butt of the gun. 
 Investigators later determined 
that the handgun recovered from 
the scene was the same firearm used 
to kill Kevin Jones five hours earlier. 
 At trial, ASA Mason explained to the 
jury the linkage between the scene of the 
car accident and the scene of the murder. 
ASA Mason presented expert testimony 
corroborating cell phone tower data 
that placed Davis at the both scenes. 
 “After meticulous preparation, two 
trials, and many roadblocks, this case 
epitomizes my office’s perseverance and 
willingness to pursue justice for victims and 
families,” State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby 
said. “This has been — and was always — 
about the pursuit of justice for Kevin Jones.”  
 As a result of his second degree 
murder conviction and his handgun 
conviction, Keith Davis now faces a 
maximum penalty of 50 years in prison 
for his crimes. Davis will return to court 
on December 10, 2017 for his sentencing. 
The court will consider statements 
from the victims impacted by Davis’ 
crimes prior to receiving his sentence. 

 
  
  

This summer the Junior State’s Attorney 
program completed its third summer. Forty-five 
current and rising Baltimore City ninth grade 
students participated in a six-week program 
exposing them to careers in the criminal justice 
system. This year participants were paid as 

employees through the City’s Youth Works 
program.
 The CCP also hosted a 12-week #PopUp event 
series. The #PopUps provided safe activities for 
Baltimore’s youth on Fridays from 6:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m.— the time experts identified as most 
likely for a violent crime to occur.
 The SAO leveraged partnerships with 31 
private, government, and non-profit organizations; 
and 25% of the attendees came from Western 
District—the police district with the most 
homicides this year to support the more than 
2,500 youth who participated.
     “When we look back at the stats we can say 
that our efforts made a measurable difference,” 
said State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby.
 September marked the third year for Great 

Expectations. Since the program has expanded to 
three schools, 170 fourth and fifth grade students 
from Matthew Henson, Gilmor, and City Springs 
Elementary schools are participating in the 
program. The program’s aim is to expose children 
to criminal justice career paths.
           Since the start of her administration, State’s 
Attorney Mosby has shown her commitment to 
reaching high-risk youth and families by promoting 
resilience and equity through the implementation 
of evidence-based, violence prevention and 
community youth engagement programs.
 “We have to do everything we can to prevent 
crime. And I firmly believe that mission includes 
intervening in young people’s lives and providing 
positive programming and role models.” said 
State’s Attorney Mosby. 

Continued from page 1

 In November the Office of the State’s 
Attorney will debut a new online tool for 
Baltimore City residents called Community 
Court Watch. Community Court Watch is a 
citywide database that enables the public to 
track the trajectory of arrests that have occurred 
in their neighborhoods. The Community Court 
Watch map serves as another demonstration 
of the SAO’s commitment to keeping the 
public safe, involved, and informed. It also 
fulfills the SAO’s mission of professionalism, 
transparency, and accountability. Residents 
can expect over tracked 600 cases once the 
tool is live.
 The Community Court Watch map is 
accessible on any smart device and features 
interactive data points that users can tap for 
data related to arrests that have resulted in 
pending prosecution. The site provides users 
with information [including case tracking 
numbers, charges, and outcomes] that 
corresponds with the approximate locations 
of crime.
 The map tracks most violent crimes 
including, but not limited to: homicides, non-
fatal shootings, armed robberies, carjackings, 
and animal cruelty. Eventually, the map will be 
embedded in the SAO website but users can 
currently access it via the direct link https://
goo.gl/VyYnYT.  
 Ashe Smith—who serves as both a 
Community Liaison for the Central District and 

an Intel Officer in the Criminal Strategies Unit 
(CSU)—is credited for creating the concept.  
Smith, who is also a resident of his district, 
says that his dual role inspired him to provide 
a means for the public to stay informed on the 
upcoming court proceedings and outcomes for 
crimes impacting their communities.
 By compiling arrest data with case 
information from Baltimore City’s circuit 
and district courts, Smith was able to 
provide his district with summaries for 
specific cases. The result: communities 
awareness of violent repeat offenders and 
crimes affecting their communities had 
increased. State’s Attorney Mosby approved 
the concept and expanded its scope to 
provide information for all of Baltimore City. 
 Community Court Watch is currently 
facilitated by CSU which was created in 2015 
by State’s Attorney Mosby for the purpose of 
utilizing data and 21st century technology to 
fight crime. Deputy of Criminal Intelligence Jan 
Bledsoe is spearheading the initiative.
 “I am faithful that Community Court 
Watch will help strengthen the community’s 
involvement in cases,” said Bledsoe. “We hope 
it will empower more victims and witnesses to 
come forward, and enable communities to take 
a more active role against criminals affecting 
their neighborhoods by submitting community 
impact statements for cases of particular area 
concern. We expect that the map will also be 

a useful tool for helping the public understand 
the obstacles our prosecutors face.” 
 Each community liaison will be responsible 
for inputting the court cases from their 
respective district onto the map. While 
Liaisons will focus on tracking cases concerning 
the most violent crimes in their district, they 
will also add cases of particular community 
interest. Liaisons will share this information 
regularly with community members, elected 
officials, and other interested stakeholders.
 For more information about Community 
C o u r t  Wa t c h ,  c o m m u n i t y  i m p a c t 
statements, or to inquire about arrests 
that do not appear on the Court Watch 
Map, please notify the liaison for your 
district.  Your Liaison’s contact informationis 
provided on the back of the newsletter. 

 The SAO won a two-year grant in 
partnership with the Mid-Atlantic Innocence 
Project (MAIP) and the University of Baltimore 
Innocence Project Clinic (UBIPC) from the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ) to further the 
efforts of the SAO’s Conviction Integrity Unit 
(CIU).
 Combined, the partners received $219,366 
to increase the identification and investigation 
of wrongful conviction claims. 
“When innocence organizations can collaborate 
with prosecutors, [the accused] can be freed 
more quickly,” said Shawn Armbrust, Executive 
Director of MAIP. “We’re thrilled that we’ll 
be able to formalize [our] successful efforts 
through this grant.”
 The addition of the new grant-funded staff 
to the partner agencies will increase the number 
of cases the partners are able to investigate 

and litigate, leading to earlier detection and 
remedying of wrongful convictions.
 “I  am pleased that the DOJ has 
recognized the importance of collaborative 
efforts undertaken by advocates for the 
wrongly convicted and prosecutors,” 
UBIPC Director Michele Nethercott said.  

 In 2016, the SAO worked with UBIPC to 
exonerate Malcolm Bryant, who spent 17 years 
in prison for a murder he did not commit. In 
2017 the SAO partnered with MAIP to exonerate 
Lamar Johnson—a man who spent 13 years in 
prison for a murder he did not commit.
 In October 2017 the SAO attended the 
Fair and Just Prosecution’s Convening on 
Accountability and Integrity. State’s Attorney 
Mosby and her team also presented at the 
Association of Prosecuting Attorneys’ 2017 
Innovation in Prosecution Summit. During the 
summit, State’s Attorney Mosby discussed 
prosecutors’ role in criminal justice reform.
 “After exonerating two men who… 
surrendered nearly 30 years of their lives 
collectively… I feel obligated to make 
sure that we [continue our efforts to get] 
it right.” said State’s Attorney Mosby. 

SAO LAUNCHES ONLINE COMMUNITY COURT WATCH TOOL

PROSECUTORS JOIN FORCES WITH MID ATLANTIC INNOCENCE  
PROJECT, AWARDED $219K GRANT
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 Donald Yearwood 
pled guilty to felony 
animal cruelty charges 
and was sentenced to 
six years in prison for 
his actions.
 Assistant State’s 
Attorneys Wesley Corning 
and Megan G al l o 
prosecuted the case. 
 On November 9, 

2016 at approximately 5:30 p.m., a 911 call 
came from a Brooklyn resident in the 3700 
block of 10th Street stating that his daughter 
was visiting a neighbor in the same block when 
she witnessed Yearwood stomp on four three-
week-old puppies in front of five children. 
 According to witnesses, Yearwood 
was sleeping in the basement when he 
was awakened by the yelping puppies. At 
the time, the children were playing with 
the puppies upstairs inside the home.  
 Upset that he could not get to sleep, 
Yearwood came up from the basement; 
grabbed the box containing the puppies; 
dumped them onto the floor; stomped 
the puppies in front of the children; and 
then threw the dogs down the stairs. 
 The children fled the house screaming 
and ran to their neighbor ’s house—
at which time the resident called 911. 
 When police arrived, witnesses stated 
that Yearwood left the house with the  
puppies in a box.

 Two hours later, police responded to 
a call three blocks from the crime scene. 
The 911 caller told police that her children 
found a box of puppies in a dumpster. 
 Animal Control responded and transported 
the puppies to the Emergency Veterinary 
Clinic, where three of the puppies were found 
to be deceased. The one surviving puppy was 
vocalizing, but showed signs of head trauma. 
This puppy was humanely euthanized due to 
concern for poor prognosis and suffering. 
 Subsequently, Yearwood turned himself 
into authorities. During an interview with 
Baltimore Detective Angelia Presberry and 
Sergeant Kerry Snead of the Baltimore 
Police Department Animal Abuse Unit, 
Yearwood admitted to “throwing the 
puppies” down the steps, but did not 
admit to stomping the puppies. He also 
admitted to dumping the puppies in 
the dumpster where they were found. 
 Dr. Perry Habecker, the Chief of the Large 
Animal Pathology Service at New Bolton 
Center in Pennsylvania who conducted 
the necropsy, said the injuries sustained 
by the puppies were consistent with being 
directly and deliberately struck in the head. 
 “The facts of this case are disturbing—
first and foremost for its pure depravity—but 
secondly, for performing such a deranged act 
in front of children,” State’s Attorney Marilyn 
Mosby said. “I pray that the children who 
witnessed this terrible crime are able to recover 
emotionally from such a traumatic event.” 

MAN STOMPS PUPPIES TO DEATH IN 
FRONT OF CHILDREN, PLEADS GUILTY KEITH DAVIS JR. 

FACES 50 YEARS
FOR MURDER

MAN FALSELY ACCUSED OF 
MURDER FREED AFTER 
SPENDING 13 YEARS IN PRISON

SAO HOSTS #POPUP EVENTS FOR YOUTH ALL SUMMER

 In recent months the SAO has reviewed more 
than 800 cases connected to the eight federally 
indicted police officers and all cases connected to 
police officers found to have submitted questionable 
body-worn camera (BWC) footage as the basis for 
their arrests.
 State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby addressed 
the issue directly in multiple press availabilities 
throughout the summer to update the public on the 
progress of the SAO’s investigation into the matter.
 In a September 2017 USA Today Op-Ed, 
Georgetown Law Professor, Christie Lopez and 
Former Federal Prosecutor, Miriam Aroni Krinsky 

wrote, “Prosecuting people in cases with video 
evidence that points to possible police misconduct, 
would have moved Baltimore in the wrong direction. 
Mosby’s decision was ethical and works toward 
making Baltimore a safer and healthier city.”
 Mosby says community confidence is 
paramount to the SAO’s success.
 “Building trust is a top priority for this 
administration. I hope that the community can see 
that the actions we are taking are in the pursuit of 
justice. And those actions reinforce the public’s trust 
in the criminal justice system,” said State’s Attorney 
Mosby. “Our office has worked to break down 

barriers of distrust in the criminal justice system 
and will continue the pursuit of justice for all.” 

 Lamar Johnson was freed from prison in September 2017 after 
serving 13 years in prison for a murder he did not commit. 
 Johnson’s release was the result of a coordinated re-investigation 
of Carlos Sawyer’s murder in 2004 by the Mid-Atlantic Innocence 
Project (MAIP) and the SAO’s Conviction Integrity Unit (CIU). At the 
conclusion of the investigation, both the MAIP—who represented 
Johnson—and the CIU concluded Johnson was not responsible for 
Sawyer’s death.
      To free Johnson from prison, MAIP filed a petition for a writ of 
actual innocence with the Circuit Court of Baltimore City. CIU Chief 
Lauren Lipscomb filed a joint motion with MAIP in support of the 
petition. In court, both the State and the defense presented new 
evidence supporting Johnson’s innocence.
     After hearing the evidence, the judge set aside the 2005 verdicts 
and Johnson was set free.
     “In 2016, my office exonerated the late Malcolm Bryant—who 
was wrongly accused and convicted of…murder. [He spent] 17 years 
in prison for a crime he did not commit,” said State’s Attorney Mosby 
outside the courthouse. “At that time, I said it was… certainly not our 
last exoneration. And 16 months later, we’ve set another innocent 
man free.”

NATIONAL EXPERTS AFFIRM WITH SAO 
CASE REVIEW MODEL

SA Mosby greets Lamar Johnson after 
he is freed from prison



Officers opened fire and Davis was struck 
before hiding. A gun was recovered 
near Davis in the garage. The weapon 
had Davis’ DNA, fingerprints, and 
palm prints on the butt of the gun. 
 Investigators later determined 
that the handgun recovered from 
the scene was the same firearm used 
to kill Kevin Jones five hours earlier. 
 At trial, ASA Mason explained to the 
jury the linkage between the scene of the 
car accident and the scene of the murder. 
ASA Mason presented expert testimony 
corroborating cell phone tower data 
that placed Davis at the both scenes. 
 “After meticulous preparation, two 
trials, and many roadblocks, this case 
epitomizes my office’s perseverance and 
willingness to pursue justice for victims and 
families,” State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby 
said. “This has been — and was always — 
about the pursuit of justice for Kevin Jones.”  
 As a result of his second degree 
murder conviction and his handgun 
conviction, Keith Davis now faces a 
maximum penalty of 50 years in prison 
for his crimes. Davis will return to court 
on December 10, 2017 for his sentencing. 
The court will consider statements 
from the victims impacted by Davis’ 
crimes prior to receiving his sentence. 

 
  
  

This summer the Junior State’s Attorney 
program completed its third summer. Forty-five 
current and rising Baltimore City ninth grade 
students participated in a six-week program 
exposing them to careers in the criminal justice 
system. This year participants were paid as 

employees through the City’s Youth Works 
program.
 The CCP also hosted a 12-week #PopUp event 
series. The #PopUps provided safe activities for 
Baltimore’s youth on Fridays from 6:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m.— the time experts identified as most 
likely for a violent crime to occur.
 The SAO leveraged partnerships with 31 
private, government, and non-profit organizations; 
and 25% of the attendees came from Western 
District—the police district with the most 
homicides this year to support the more than 
2,500 youth who participated.
     “When we look back at the stats we can say 
that our efforts made a measurable difference,” 
said State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby.
 September marked the third year for Great 

Expectations. Since the program has expanded to 
three schools, 170 fourth and fifth grade students 
from Matthew Henson, Gilmor, and City Springs 
Elementary schools are participating in the 
program. The program’s aim is to expose children 
to criminal justice career paths.
           Since the start of her administration, State’s 
Attorney Mosby has shown her commitment to 
reaching high-risk youth and families by promoting 
resilience and equity through the implementation 
of evidence-based, violence prevention and 
community youth engagement programs.
 “We have to do everything we can to prevent 
crime. And I firmly believe that mission includes 
intervening in young people’s lives and providing 
positive programming and role models.” said 
State’s Attorney Mosby. 
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 In November the Office of the State’s 
Attorney will debut a new online tool for 
Baltimore City residents called Community 
Court Watch. Community Court Watch is a 
citywide database that enables the public to 
track the trajectory of arrests that have occurred 
in their neighborhoods. The Community Court 
Watch map serves as another demonstration 
of the SAO’s commitment to keeping the 
public safe, involved, and informed. It also 
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a means for the public to stay informed on the 
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 By compiling arrest data with case 
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and district courts, Smith was able to 
provide his district with summaries for 
specific cases. The result: communities 
awareness of violent repeat offenders and 
crimes affecting their communities had 
increased. State’s Attorney Mosby approved 
the concept and expanded its scope to 
provide information for all of Baltimore City. 
 Community Court Watch is currently 
facilitated by CSU which was created in 2015 
by State’s Attorney Mosby for the purpose of 
utilizing data and 21st century technology to 
fight crime. Deputy of Criminal Intelligence Jan 
Bledsoe is spearheading the initiative.
 “I am faithful that Community Court 
Watch will help strengthen the community’s 
involvement in cases,” said Bledsoe. “We hope 
it will empower more victims and witnesses to 
come forward, and enable communities to take 
a more active role against criminals affecting 
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impact statements for cases of particular area 
concern. We expect that the map will also be 
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respective district onto the map. While 
Liaisons will focus on tracking cases concerning 
the most violent crimes in their district, they 
will also add cases of particular community 
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six years in prison for 
his actions.
 Assistant State’s 
Attorneys Wesley Corning 
and Megan G al l o 
prosecuted the case. 
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2016 at approximately 5:30 p.m., a 911 call 
came from a Brooklyn resident in the 3700 
block of 10th Street stating that his daughter 
was visiting a neighbor in the same block when 
she witnessed Yearwood stomp on four three-
week-old puppies in front of five children. 
 According to witnesses, Yearwood 
was sleeping in the basement when he 
was awakened by the yelping puppies. At 
the time, the children were playing with 
the puppies upstairs inside the home.  
 Upset that he could not get to sleep, 
Yearwood came up from the basement; 
grabbed the box containing the puppies; 
dumped them onto the floor; stomped 
the puppies in front of the children; and 
then threw the dogs down the stairs. 
 The children fled the house screaming 
and ran to their neighbor ’s house—
at which time the resident called 911. 
 When police arrived, witnesses stated 
that Yearwood left the house with the  
puppies in a box.

 Two hours later, police responded to 
a call three blocks from the crime scene. 
The 911 caller told police that her children 
found a box of puppies in a dumpster. 
 Animal Control responded and transported 
the puppies to the Emergency Veterinary 
Clinic, where three of the puppies were found 
to be deceased. The one surviving puppy was 
vocalizing, but showed signs of head trauma. 
This puppy was humanely euthanized due to 
concern for poor prognosis and suffering. 
 Subsequently, Yearwood turned himself 
into authorities. During an interview with 
Baltimore Detective Angelia Presberry and 
Sergeant Kerry Snead of the Baltimore 
Police Department Animal Abuse Unit, 
Yearwood admitted to “throwing the 
puppies” down the steps, but did not 
admit to stomping the puppies. He also 
admitted to dumping the puppies in 
the dumpster where they were found. 
 Dr. Perry Habecker, the Chief of the Large 
Animal Pathology Service at New Bolton 
Center in Pennsylvania who conducted 
the necropsy, said the injuries sustained 
by the puppies were consistent with being 
directly and deliberately struck in the head. 
 “The facts of this case are disturbing—
first and foremost for its pure depravity—but 
secondly, for performing such a deranged act 
in front of children,” State’s Attorney Marilyn 
Mosby said. “I pray that the children who 
witnessed this terrible crime are able to recover 
emotionally from such a traumatic event.” 

MAN STOMPS PUPPIES TO DEATH IN 
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MAN FALSELY ACCUSED OF 
MURDER FREED AFTER 
SPENDING 13 YEARS IN PRISON

SAO HOSTS #POPUP EVENTS FOR YOUTH ALL SUMMER

 In recent months the SAO has reviewed more 
than 800 cases connected to the eight federally 
indicted police officers and all cases connected to 
police officers found to have submitted questionable 
body-worn camera (BWC) footage as the basis for 
their arrests.
 State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby addressed 
the issue directly in multiple press availabilities 
throughout the summer to update the public on the 
progress of the SAO’s investigation into the matter.
 In a September 2017 USA Today Op-Ed, 
Georgetown Law Professor, Christie Lopez and 
Former Federal Prosecutor, Miriam Aroni Krinsky 

wrote, “Prosecuting people in cases with video 
evidence that points to possible police misconduct, 
would have moved Baltimore in the wrong direction. 
Mosby’s decision was ethical and works toward 
making Baltimore a safer and healthier city.”
 Mosby says community confidence is 
paramount to the SAO’s success.
 “Building trust is a top priority for this 
administration. I hope that the community can see 
that the actions we are taking are in the pursuit of 
justice. And those actions reinforce the public’s trust 
in the criminal justice system,” said State’s Attorney 
Mosby. “Our office has worked to break down 

barriers of distrust in the criminal justice system 
and will continue the pursuit of justice for all.” 

 Lamar Johnson was freed from prison in September 2017 after 
serving 13 years in prison for a murder he did not commit. 
 Johnson’s release was the result of a coordinated re-investigation 
of Carlos Sawyer’s murder in 2004 by the Mid-Atlantic Innocence 
Project (MAIP) and the SAO’s Conviction Integrity Unit (CIU). At the 
conclusion of the investigation, both the MAIP—who represented 
Johnson—and the CIU concluded Johnson was not responsible for 
Sawyer’s death.
      To free Johnson from prison, MAIP filed a petition for a writ of 
actual innocence with the Circuit Court of Baltimore City. CIU Chief 
Lauren Lipscomb filed a joint motion with MAIP in support of the 
petition. In court, both the State and the defense presented new 
evidence supporting Johnson’s innocence.
     After hearing the evidence, the judge set aside the 2005 verdicts 
and Johnson was set free.
     “In 2016, my office exonerated the late Malcolm Bryant—who 
was wrongly accused and convicted of…murder. [He spent] 17 years 
in prison for a crime he did not commit,” said State’s Attorney Mosby 
outside the courthouse. “At that time, I said it was… certainly not our 
last exoneration. And 16 months later, we’ve set another innocent 
man free.”

NATIONAL EXPERTS AFFIRM WITH SAO 
CASE REVIEW MODEL

SA Mosby greets Lamar Johnson after 
he is freed from prison



Officers opened fire and Davis was struck 
before hiding. A gun was recovered 
near Davis in the garage. The weapon 
had Davis’ DNA, fingerprints, and 
palm prints on the butt of the gun. 
 Investigators later determined 
that the handgun recovered from 
the scene was the same firearm used 
to kill Kevin Jones five hours earlier. 
 At trial, ASA Mason explained to the 
jury the linkage between the scene of the 
car accident and the scene of the murder. 
ASA Mason presented expert testimony 
corroborating cell phone tower data 
that placed Davis at the both scenes. 
 “After meticulous preparation, two 
trials, and many roadblocks, this case 
epitomizes my office’s perseverance and 
willingness to pursue justice for victims and 
families,” State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby 
said. “This has been — and was always — 
about the pursuit of justice for Kevin Jones.”  
 As a result of his second degree 
murder conviction and his handgun 
conviction, Keith Davis now faces a 
maximum penalty of 50 years in prison 
for his crimes. Davis will return to court 
on December 10, 2017 for his sentencing. 
The court will consider statements 
from the victims impacted by Davis’ 
crimes prior to receiving his sentence. 

 
  
  

This summer the Junior State’s Attorney 
program completed its third summer. Forty-five 
current and rising Baltimore City ninth grade 
students participated in a six-week program 
exposing them to careers in the criminal justice 
system. This year participants were paid as 

employees through the City’s Youth Works 
program.
 The CCP also hosted a 12-week #PopUp event 
series. The #PopUps provided safe activities for 
Baltimore’s youth on Fridays from 6:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m.— the time experts identified as most 
likely for a violent crime to occur.
 The SAO leveraged partnerships with 31 
private, government, and non-profit organizations; 
and 25% of the attendees came from Western 
District—the police district with the most 
homicides this year to support the more than 
2,500 youth who participated.
     “When we look back at the stats we can say 
that our efforts made a measurable difference,” 
said State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby.
 September marked the third year for Great 

Expectations. Since the program has expanded to 
three schools, 170 fourth and fifth grade students 
from Matthew Henson, Gilmor, and City Springs 
Elementary schools are participating in the 
program. The program’s aim is to expose children 
to criminal justice career paths.
           Since the start of her administration, State’s 
Attorney Mosby has shown her commitment to 
reaching high-risk youth and families by promoting 
resilience and equity through the implementation 
of evidence-based, violence prevention and 
community youth engagement programs.
 “We have to do everything we can to prevent 
crime. And I firmly believe that mission includes 
intervening in young people’s lives and providing 
positive programming and role models.” said 
State’s Attorney Mosby. 

Continued from page 1

 In November the Office of the State’s 
Attorney will debut a new online tool for 
Baltimore City residents called Community 
Court Watch. Community Court Watch is a 
citywide database that enables the public to 
track the trajectory of arrests that have occurred 
in their neighborhoods. The Community Court 
Watch map serves as another demonstration 
of the SAO’s commitment to keeping the 
public safe, involved, and informed. It also 
fulfills the SAO’s mission of professionalism, 
transparency, and accountability. Residents 
can expect over tracked 600 cases once the 
tool is live.
 The Community Court Watch map is 
accessible on any smart device and features 
interactive data points that users can tap for 
data related to arrests that have resulted in 
pending prosecution. The site provides users 
with information [including case tracking 
numbers, charges, and outcomes] that 
corresponds with the approximate locations 
of crime.
 The map tracks most violent crimes 
including, but not limited to: homicides, non-
fatal shootings, armed robberies, carjackings, 
and animal cruelty. Eventually, the map will be 
embedded in the SAO website but users can 
currently access it via the direct link https://
goo.gl/VyYnYT.  
 Ashe Smith—who serves as both a 
Community Liaison for the Central District and 

an Intel Officer in the Criminal Strategies Unit 
(CSU)—is credited for creating the concept.  
Smith, who is also a resident of his district, 
says that his dual role inspired him to provide 
a means for the public to stay informed on the 
upcoming court proceedings and outcomes for 
crimes impacting their communities.
 By compiling arrest data with case 
information from Baltimore City’s circuit 
and district courts, Smith was able to 
provide his district with summaries for 
specific cases. The result: communities 
awareness of violent repeat offenders and 
crimes affecting their communities had 
increased. State’s Attorney Mosby approved 
the concept and expanded its scope to 
provide information for all of Baltimore City. 
 Community Court Watch is currently 
facilitated by CSU which was created in 2015 
by State’s Attorney Mosby for the purpose of 
utilizing data and 21st century technology to 
fight crime. Deputy of Criminal Intelligence Jan 
Bledsoe is spearheading the initiative.
 “I am faithful that Community Court 
Watch will help strengthen the community’s 
involvement in cases,” said Bledsoe. “We hope 
it will empower more victims and witnesses to 
come forward, and enable communities to take 
a more active role against criminals affecting 
their neighborhoods by submitting community 
impact statements for cases of particular area 
concern. We expect that the map will also be 

a useful tool for helping the public understand 
the obstacles our prosecutors face.” 
 Each community liaison will be responsible 
for inputting the court cases from their 
respective district onto the map. While 
Liaisons will focus on tracking cases concerning 
the most violent crimes in their district, they 
will also add cases of particular community 
interest. Liaisons will share this information 
regularly with community members, elected 
officials, and other interested stakeholders.
 For more information about Community 
C o u r t  Wa t c h ,  c o m m u n i t y  i m p a c t 
statements, or to inquire about arrests 
that do not appear on the Court Watch 
Map, please notify the liaison for your 
district.  Your Liaison’s contact informationis 
provided on the back of the newsletter. 

 The SAO won a two-year grant in 
partnership with the Mid-Atlantic Innocence 
Project (MAIP) and the University of Baltimore 
Innocence Project Clinic (UBIPC) from the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ) to further the 
efforts of the SAO’s Conviction Integrity Unit 
(CIU).
 Combined, the partners received $219,366 
to increase the identification and investigation 
of wrongful conviction claims. 
“When innocence organizations can collaborate 
with prosecutors, [the accused] can be freed 
more quickly,” said Shawn Armbrust, Executive 
Director of MAIP. “We’re thrilled that we’ll 
be able to formalize [our] successful efforts 
through this grant.”
 The addition of the new grant-funded staff 
to the partner agencies will increase the number 
of cases the partners are able to investigate 

and litigate, leading to earlier detection and 
remedying of wrongful convictions.
 “I  am pleased that the DOJ has 
recognized the importance of collaborative 
efforts undertaken by advocates for the 
wrongly convicted and prosecutors,” 
UBIPC Director Michele Nethercott said.  

 In 2016, the SAO worked with UBIPC to 
exonerate Malcolm Bryant, who spent 17 years 
in prison for a murder he did not commit. In 
2017 the SAO partnered with MAIP to exonerate 
Lamar Johnson—a man who spent 13 years in 
prison for a murder he did not commit.
 In October 2017 the SAO attended the 
Fair and Just Prosecution’s Convening on 
Accountability and Integrity. State’s Attorney 
Mosby and her team also presented at the 
Association of Prosecuting Attorneys’ 2017 
Innovation in Prosecution Summit. During the 
summit, State’s Attorney Mosby discussed 
prosecutors’ role in criminal justice reform.
 “After exonerating two men who… 
surrendered nearly 30 years of their lives 
collectively… I feel obligated to make 
sure that we [continue our efforts to get] 
it right.” said State’s Attorney Mosby. 
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 Donald Yearwood 
pled guilty to felony 
animal cruelty charges 
and was sentenced to 
six years in prison for 
his actions.
 Assistant State’s 
Attorneys Wesley Corning 
and Megan G al l o 
prosecuted the case. 
 On November 9, 

2016 at approximately 5:30 p.m., a 911 call 
came from a Brooklyn resident in the 3700 
block of 10th Street stating that his daughter 
was visiting a neighbor in the same block when 
she witnessed Yearwood stomp on four three-
week-old puppies in front of five children. 
 According to witnesses, Yearwood 
was sleeping in the basement when he 
was awakened by the yelping puppies. At 
the time, the children were playing with 
the puppies upstairs inside the home.  
 Upset that he could not get to sleep, 
Yearwood came up from the basement; 
grabbed the box containing the puppies; 
dumped them onto the floor; stomped 
the puppies in front of the children; and 
then threw the dogs down the stairs. 
 The children fled the house screaming 
and ran to their neighbor ’s house—
at which time the resident called 911. 
 When police arrived, witnesses stated 
that Yearwood left the house with the  
puppies in a box.

 Two hours later, police responded to 
a call three blocks from the crime scene. 
The 911 caller told police that her children 
found a box of puppies in a dumpster. 
 Animal Control responded and transported 
the puppies to the Emergency Veterinary 
Clinic, where three of the puppies were found 
to be deceased. The one surviving puppy was 
vocalizing, but showed signs of head trauma. 
This puppy was humanely euthanized due to 
concern for poor prognosis and suffering. 
 Subsequently, Yearwood turned himself 
into authorities. During an interview with 
Baltimore Detective Angelia Presberry and 
Sergeant Kerry Snead of the Baltimore 
Police Department Animal Abuse Unit, 
Yearwood admitted to “throwing the 
puppies” down the steps, but did not 
admit to stomping the puppies. He also 
admitted to dumping the puppies in 
the dumpster where they were found. 
 Dr. Perry Habecker, the Chief of the Large 
Animal Pathology Service at New Bolton 
Center in Pennsylvania who conducted 
the necropsy, said the injuries sustained 
by the puppies were consistent with being 
directly and deliberately struck in the head. 
 “The facts of this case are disturbing—
first and foremost for its pure depravity—but 
secondly, for performing such a deranged act 
in front of children,” State’s Attorney Marilyn 
Mosby said. “I pray that the children who 
witnessed this terrible crime are able to recover 
emotionally from such a traumatic event.” 
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MAN FALSELY ACCUSED OF 
MURDER FREED AFTER 
SPENDING 13 YEARS IN PRISON

SAO HOSTS #POPUP EVENTS FOR YOUTH ALL SUMMER

 In recent months the SAO has reviewed more 
than 800 cases connected to the eight federally 
indicted police officers and all cases connected to 
police officers found to have submitted questionable 
body-worn camera (BWC) footage as the basis for 
their arrests.
 State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby addressed 
the issue directly in multiple press availabilities 
throughout the summer to update the public on the 
progress of the SAO’s investigation into the matter.
 In a September 2017 USA Today Op-Ed, 
Georgetown Law Professor, Christie Lopez and 
Former Federal Prosecutor, Miriam Aroni Krinsky 

wrote, “Prosecuting people in cases with video 
evidence that points to possible police misconduct, 
would have moved Baltimore in the wrong direction. 
Mosby’s decision was ethical and works toward 
making Baltimore a safer and healthier city.”
 Mosby says community confidence is 
paramount to the SAO’s success.
 “Building trust is a top priority for this 
administration. I hope that the community can see 
that the actions we are taking are in the pursuit of 
justice. And those actions reinforce the public’s trust 
in the criminal justice system,” said State’s Attorney 
Mosby. “Our office has worked to break down 

barriers of distrust in the criminal justice system 
and will continue the pursuit of justice for all.” 

 Lamar Johnson was freed from prison in September 2017 after 
serving 13 years in prison for a murder he did not commit. 
 Johnson’s release was the result of a coordinated re-investigation 
of Carlos Sawyer’s murder in 2004 by the Mid-Atlantic Innocence 
Project (MAIP) and the SAO’s Conviction Integrity Unit (CIU). At the 
conclusion of the investigation, both the MAIP—who represented 
Johnson—and the CIU concluded Johnson was not responsible for 
Sawyer’s death.
      To free Johnson from prison, MAIP filed a petition for a writ of 
actual innocence with the Circuit Court of Baltimore City. CIU Chief 
Lauren Lipscomb filed a joint motion with MAIP in support of the 
petition. In court, both the State and the defense presented new 
evidence supporting Johnson’s innocence.
     After hearing the evidence, the judge set aside the 2005 verdicts 
and Johnson was set free.
     “In 2016, my office exonerated the late Malcolm Bryant—who 
was wrongly accused and convicted of…murder. [He spent] 17 years 
in prison for a crime he did not commit,” said State’s Attorney Mosby 
outside the courthouse. “At that time, I said it was… certainly not our 
last exoneration. And 16 months later, we’ve set another innocent 
man free.”

NATIONAL EXPERTS AFFIRM WITH SAO 
CASE REVIEW MODEL

SA Mosby greets Lamar Johnson after 
he is freed from prison
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 Keith Davis Jr.  was 
found guilty by a Baltimore 
City jury of the second degree 
murder of Kevin Jones. Davis 
was also convicted of using a handgun in a crime of 
violence. Assistant State’s Attorney (ASA) Andrea Mason 
prosecuted the case.
 On June 7, 2015,   police were called for a reported 
shooting at a parking lot in the 5200 block of Park Heights 
Avenue at the Pimlico Race Course just before 5 a.m. Upon 
arrival, they discovered the body of Kevin Jones, a security 

officer for the Maryland Jockey Club who worked at the course. Medical examiners later determined 
that Jones had been shot 11 times — suffering from multiple gunshot wounds to his head and torso.  
 Five hours after the murder, Davis was observed running from the scene of an auto accident 
with a gun. According to investigators, Davis was just blocks from the scene where Jones was found 
murdered. Police pursued Davis, and Davis was eventually cornered in a garage a short distance away.  

JUSTICE DELIVERED FOR KEVIN 
JONES, DAVIS CONVICTED OF 
SECOND DEGREE MURDER

          Under the Mosby Administration, 
the SAO has made youth programming 
a priority through its Crime Control and 
Prevention Unit (CCP).  The Office recently 
received a $350,000 federal grant to 
expand existing programs in the SAO like 
Great Expectations and Junior State’s 
Attorney. The funding also enabled the 
office to hire a new Youth Coordinator 
to manage these programs and explore 
developing additional youth focused 
initiatives like this year’s Youth Violence 
Prevention Week, and the SAO’s Summer 
#PopUp series.

SAO UPLIFTS BALTIMORE’S YOUTH

The Office of the States Attorney for Baltimore City has so much talent!  Our employees are often recognized for their stellar work in the community 
and the local criminal justice system.  Here are a few highlights:

CITYWIDE
Derrick Greene
443.984.6219

dgreene@stattorney.org

NORTHEASTERN
Andrea Curley
443.984.6047

acurley@stattorney.org

EASTERN
Antonio Glover
443.984.6047

aglover@stattorney.org

SOUTHEASTERN
Michelle Lee

443.984.6241
mlee@stattorney.org

CENTRAL
Ashe Smith

443.984.6029
asmith@stattorney.org

WHO IS YOUR
COMMUNITY LIAISON?

SOUTHERN
Evelyn Vargas
443.984.6109

evargas@stattorney.org

SOUTHWESTERN
Brianna Faulkner

443.984.6227
bfaulkner@stattorney.org

WESTERN
Reginald A. Williams

443.984.6162
rwilliams@stattorney.org

NORTHERN
Mark Byrd

443.263.8114
mbyrd@stattorney.org

NORTHWESTERN
Jessica Bowes
443.845.4972

jbowes@stattorney.org

Western District Liaison, Reginald Williams 
was recently recognized by the City for his 

work during National Night Out 2017.

Gun Violence Enforcment Division Chief, 
Charles Bloomquist currently serves as 

President of the Baltimore Bar Association.

Assistant State’s Attorney, Noelle Newman 
currently serves as President of the
Monumental City Bar Association.
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SA’S STAFF RECOGNIZED FOR IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY

VIOLENT REPEAT 
OFFENDER GETS
600+ YEAR SENTENCE

     In a suite tucked away on the second floor 
of the Mitchell Courthouse, four prosecutors, 
three paralegals, and eight law clerks are 
tasked with reviewing the Body Worn 
Camera (BWC) footage from every arrest 
that is forwarded to the SAO for prosecution. 
     The Evidence Review Unit’s (ERU) Chief, 
Sandra Goldthorpe, is ultimately responsible 
for the entire operation which receives as 
many as 350 new BWC videos a day. In her 
prior career, Goldthorpe spent 12 years 
as a Defense Contractor processing large 
amounts of data for the U.S. military—which 
makes her uniquely qualified to lead ERU. 
     “We locate footage, tag it [by placing 
markers at critical points of the arrest], and 
upload it to our case management system,” 
Chief Goldthorpe said. “If the video is good—
meaning the officers are courteous and 
following protocol— it often leads to pleas.” 
     State’s Attorney Mosby and her senior 
leadership team recognized the value of 
having recently hired ASAs work in ERU. 
In 2017, the SAO made ERU the first unit 
rotation stop for newly sworn prosecutors. 
     “They learn quickly that every piece 
of information we’re given isn’t always 
100% correct or accurate. Working in ERU 

dispels all notions of what is possible or 
plausible,” Chief Goldthorpe said about 
the unpredictable content her unit sees 
on a daily basis. “Nothing surprises us.” 
     The Baltimore Police Department’s BWC 
program is an effort to bring the department 
in line with modern policing best practices. 
The call for BWC intensified in Baltimore after 
Freddie Gray died in police custody. A pilot 
program was launched in November 2015, and 
full implementation began in May 2016. Since  
then, BWC footage has played a central role 
in several instances where officers’ handling 
of evidence was called in to question. After 
the allegations surfaced, ERU was charged 
with reviewing all arrest footage connected 
to the officers who were under investigation to 
ensure that no one else was arrested or charged 
because of questionable police practices. 
     Ridgeway Mills, an ERU law clerk, 
says that the BWC has brought a new 
level of accountability and professionalism 
to the police department. Mills says his 
experience in ERU has exposed him to the 
“humanity” inherently involved in policing. 
     “We watch footage of men and women who 
are still working all the way through an 18 hour 
shift,” Mills said.

BODY WORN CAMERA DIVISION 
REVIEWS THOUSANDS OF ARRESTS 

TO ENSURE JUSTICE FOR CITIZENS OF 
BALTIMORE

 Anthony Johnson was sentenced to 
Life, suspend all but 50 years, plus an 
additional 633 years in prison after being 
convicted of sexually assaulting a teenage 
girl and pleading guilty to more than a 
dozen armed robberies and 18 counts of 
felony drug distribution offenses.
 Assistant State’s Attorney (ASA) Rich 
Gibson of the Major Investigations Unit 
(MIU) prosecuted the sex offense case. 
Gibson and ASA Michael Turiello of the 
Criminal Strategies Unit (CSU) prosecuted 
the robbery and drug cases.
 On June 27, 2016, at approximately
3:30 p.m., the victim was walking from 
a store and took a short cut through an 
alley in the 1900 block of North Broadway 
Street. While at that location Johnson 
approached her, pulled out a gun, and 
told her to be quiet. 
 Johnson then asked if the victim 
had any money. The victim indicated 
that she only had “5 cents.” The young 
woman was then sexually assaulted at 
gunpoint. Once the attack was over, the 
victim ran away and contacted the police. 
 Johnson was also a suspect in a string 
of more than a dozen armed robberies of 
young cisgender and transgender women.
Gibson intercepted a jail call that revealed 
a plot to frame an innocent man for 
Johnson’s crimes. 
 Once Johnson was convicted in the 
sexual assault trial, he then took an open 
plea to multiple armed robbery counts 
and drug distribution charges.

Baltimore Rapper Lil Key and 92Q’s Lil Black 
supporting the SAO’s Summer #PopUp Event

BWC Chief Sandra Goldthorpe and Ridgeway Mills

Anthony Johnson
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 Keith Davis Jr.  was 
found guilty by a Baltimore 
City jury of the second degree 
murder of Kevin Jones. Davis 
was also convicted of using a handgun in a crime of 
violence. Assistant State’s Attorney (ASA) Andrea Mason 
prosecuted the case.
 On June 7, 2015,   police were called for a reported 
shooting at a parking lot in the 5200 block of Park Heights 
Avenue at the Pimlico Race Course just before 5 a.m. Upon 
arrival, they discovered the body of Kevin Jones, a security 

officer for the Maryland Jockey Club who worked at the course. Medical examiners later determined 
that Jones had been shot 11 times — suffering from multiple gunshot wounds to his head and torso.  
 Five hours after the murder, Davis was observed running from the scene of an auto accident 
with a gun. According to investigators, Davis was just blocks from the scene where Jones was found 
murdered. Police pursued Davis, and Davis was eventually cornered in a garage a short distance away.  

JUSTICE DELIVERED FOR KEVIN 
JONES, DAVIS CONVICTED OF 
SECOND DEGREE MURDER

          Under the Mosby Administration, 
the SAO has made youth programming 
a priority through its Crime Control and 
Prevention Unit (CCP).  The Office recently 
received a $350,000 federal grant to 
expand existing programs in the SAO like 
Great Expectations and Junior State’s 
Attorney. The funding also enabled the 
office to hire a new Youth Coordinator 
to manage these programs and explore 
developing additional youth focused 
initiatives like this year’s Youth Violence 
Prevention Week, and the SAO’s Summer 
#PopUp series.

SAO UPLIFTS BALTIMORE’S YOUTH

The Office of the States Attorney for Baltimore City has so much talent!  Our employees are often recognized for their stellar work in the community 
and the local criminal justice system.  Here are a few highlights:

CITYWIDE
Derrick Greene
443.984.6219

dgreene@stattorney.org

NORTHEASTERN
Andrea Curley
443.984.6047

acurley@stattorney.org

EASTERN
Antonio Glover
443.984.6047

aglover@stattorney.org

SOUTHEASTERN
Michelle Lee

443.984.6241
mlee@stattorney.org

CENTRAL
Ashe Smith

443.984.6029
asmith@stattorney.org

WHO IS YOUR
COMMUNITY LIAISON?

SOUTHERN
Evelyn Vargas
443.984.6109

evargas@stattorney.org

SOUTHWESTERN
Brianna Faulkner

443.984.6227
bfaulkner@stattorney.org

WESTERN
Reginald A. Williams

443.984.6162
rwilliams@stattorney.org

NORTHERN
Mark Byrd

443.263.8114
mbyrd@stattorney.org

NORTHWESTERN
Jessica Bowes
443.845.4972

jbowes@stattorney.org

Western District Liaison, Reginald Williams 
was recently recognized by the City for his 

work during National Night Out 2017.

Gun Violence Enforcment Division Chief, 
Charles Bloomquist currently serves as 

President of the Baltimore Bar Association.

Assistant State’s Attorney, Noelle Newman 
currently serves as President of the
Monumental City Bar Association.
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SA’S STAFF RECOGNIZED FOR IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY

VIOLENT REPEAT 
OFFENDER GETS
600+ YEAR SENTENCE

     In a suite tucked away on the second floor 
of the Mitchell Courthouse, four prosecutors, 
three paralegals, and eight law clerks are 
tasked with reviewing the Body Worn 
Camera (BWC) footage from every arrest 
that is forwarded to the SAO for prosecution. 
     The Evidence Review Unit’s (ERU) Chief, 
Sandra Goldthorpe, is ultimately responsible 
for the entire operation which receives as 
many as 350 new BWC videos a day. In her 
prior career, Goldthorpe spent 12 years 
as a Defense Contractor processing large 
amounts of data for the U.S. military—which 
makes her uniquely qualified to lead ERU. 
     “We locate footage, tag it [by placing 
markers at critical points of the arrest], and 
upload it to our case management system,” 
Chief Goldthorpe said. “If the video is good—
meaning the officers are courteous and 
following protocol— it often leads to pleas.” 
     State’s Attorney Mosby and her senior 
leadership team recognized the value of 
having recently hired ASAs work in ERU. 
In 2017, the SAO made ERU the first unit 
rotation stop for newly sworn prosecutors. 
     “They learn quickly that every piece 
of information we’re given isn’t always 
100% correct or accurate. Working in ERU 

dispels all notions of what is possible or 
plausible,” Chief Goldthorpe said about 
the unpredictable content her unit sees 
on a daily basis. “Nothing surprises us.” 
     The Baltimore Police Department’s BWC 
program is an effort to bring the department 
in line with modern policing best practices. 
The call for BWC intensified in Baltimore after 
Freddie Gray died in police custody. A pilot 
program was launched in November 2015, and 
full implementation began in May 2016. Since  
then, BWC footage has played a central role 
in several instances where officers’ handling 
of evidence was called in to question. After 
the allegations surfaced, ERU was charged 
with reviewing all arrest footage connected 
to the officers who were under investigation to 
ensure that no one else was arrested or charged 
because of questionable police practices. 
     Ridgeway Mills, an ERU law clerk, 
says that the BWC has brought a new 
level of accountability and professionalism 
to the police department. Mills says his 
experience in ERU has exposed him to the 
“humanity” inherently involved in policing. 
     “We watch footage of men and women who 
are still working all the way through an 18 hour 
shift,” Mills said.

BODY WORN CAMERA DIVISION 
REVIEWS THOUSANDS OF ARRESTS 

TO ENSURE JUSTICE FOR CITIZENS OF 
BALTIMORE

 Anthony Johnson was sentenced to 
Life, suspend all but 50 years, plus an 
additional 633 years in prison after being 
convicted of sexually assaulting a teenage 
girl and pleading guilty to more than a 
dozen armed robberies and 18 counts of 
felony drug distribution offenses.
 Assistant State’s Attorney (ASA) Rich 
Gibson of the Major Investigations Unit 
(MIU) prosecuted the sex offense case. 
Gibson and ASA Michael Turiello of the 
Criminal Strategies Unit (CSU) prosecuted 
the robbery and drug cases.
 On June 27, 2016, at approximately
3:30 p.m., the victim was walking from 
a store and took a short cut through an 
alley in the 1900 block of North Broadway 
Street. While at that location Johnson 
approached her, pulled out a gun, and 
told her to be quiet. 
 Johnson then asked if the victim 
had any money. The victim indicated 
that she only had “5 cents.” The young 
woman was then sexually assaulted at 
gunpoint. Once the attack was over, the 
victim ran away and contacted the police. 
 Johnson was also a suspect in a string 
of more than a dozen armed robberies of 
young cisgender and transgender women.
Gibson intercepted a jail call that revealed 
a plot to frame an innocent man for 
Johnson’s crimes. 
 Once Johnson was convicted in the 
sexual assault trial, he then took an open 
plea to multiple armed robbery counts 
and drug distribution charges.

Baltimore Rapper Lil Key and 92Q’s Lil Black 
supporting the SAO’s Summer #PopUp Event

BWC Chief Sandra Goldthorpe and Ridgeway Mills

Anthony Johnson


