
443-984-6000
mail@stattorney.org

120 East Baltimore St., 9th Floor
Baltimore, MD 21202 N @BaltimoreSAO P @BaltimoreSAOM Baltimore City State’s 

Attorney’s Office Y Baltimore City 
State’s Attorney

OFFICE OF THE STATE’S ATTORNEY FOR BALTIMORE CITY

TO CONTACT US:

AFTERBEFORE

OFFICE OF THE STATE’S ATTORNEY FOR BALTIMORE CITY

SUMMER 2018

PROMOTING CONFIDENCE AND FAITH IN OUR JUSTICE SYSTEM.

TAKE A LOOK

INSIDE

MARILYN J. MOSBY
STATE’S ATTORNEY

P2

P4

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 3

Federal, State and Local law 
enforcement announce 

drug busts

SAO successfully passes 
 Repeat Sexual Predator 

Prevention Act

Victim Witness Services 
waiting room receives  

a makeover

State’s Attorney Office = SAO
Assistant State’s Attorney = ASA

P5

     Damon Alexander was sentenced to two Life sentences plus 110 years for a 
mass shooting outside of a store in November of 2016. Alexander was convicted 
of two counts of first degree murder; two counts of attempted first degree 
murder; two counts of attempted second degree murder; and several handgun 
charges. Assistant State’s Attorney Elizabeth Stock prosecuted the case.
     On November 30, 2016 at approximately 6:00 p.m., police responded to a call for a shooting at 
a business located in the 2900 block of Garrison Boulevard. Upon arrival, six victims were located 
throughout the store and parking lot area. Davon Dozier was found dead directly in front of the entrance 
to the convenience store; and Troy Smothers was located near him and transported to Shock Trauma, 
where he was later pronounced dead. Four additional victims were located near the store.
Police learned that the victims were standing in a group outside the store when Alexander approached from 
around the corner and started shooting— striking all of them and two others who were also outside the store. 

MAN SHOOTS SIX KILLING 
TWO, SENTENCED TO DOUBLE 
LIFE PLUS 110 YEARS

 Jerome Johnson was released from prison 
after serving nearly 30 years in prison for a 
murder he did not commit. State’s Attorney 
Marilyn Mosby joined members of the SAO’s 
Conviction Integrity Unit (CIU), attorneys 
from the Mid Atlantic Innocence Project, as 
well as Johnson’s private counsel, family, and 
friends to welcome Johnson upon his release. 
      Johnson is the third person in three and 
a half years to be exonerated and freed from 
prison under the Mosby administration. 
Malcolm Bryant and Lamar Johnson were 
exonerated in 2016 and 2017 respectively, 
both having served approximately 15 years in 
prison for murders they did not commit.

SAO AND MID ATLANTIC INNOCENCE 
PROJECT TEAM UP TO EXONERATE AN 
INNOCENT MAN

SAO staff, prosecutors, government officials, and community members met at Humanim Inc. to discuss the criminal justice challenges faced by 
Baltimore’s senior citizens. Thank you to all of the attendees who made this a wonderful and worthwhile event!
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SAO HOSTS COMMUNITY FORUM FOCUSED ON SENIORS

ADMIN SUPERVISOR’S 
UNYIELDING 
COMMITMENT TO SAO

STATE’S ATTORNEY 
UNVEILS NEW 
INNOVATIVE  VICTIM 
AND WITNESS 
WAITING ROOM

     Stephanie Riddick is the Administrative 
Assistant for District Court, and is 
responsible for supervising more than two 
dozen SAO administrative staffers.
     Riddick has spent the past 22 years at the 
SAO coordinating with judges’ chambers, 
organizing dockets, processing paperwork 
to ensure prosecutions flow smoothly, 
and mentoring junior administrative 
assistants and ASAs.
     She began her career in law enforcement 
as an administrative assistant at the FBI. 
Riddick later transitioned into a division 
of the Bureau that was responsible for 
verifying the identity of investigation 
suspects, where she met current Homicide 
Unit Administrative Assistant, Carol Colby.
     “They told us they were moving our 
Division to Shinnston, West Virginia,” said 
Riddick, a lifelong Baltimore City resident. 
“As soon as it was announced, Carol took 
a job with the SAO. They took us out to 
visit the new facility and talked to us 
about the transition, but I just couldn’t 
imagine leaving Baltimore.”
     Colby reached out to Riddick and told 
her about an opening at the SAO. Riddick 
was hired as a Felony clerk. Six years later, 
she was promoted to her current position.
     Riddick takes time to mentor staff through 
changes in the office from incorporating 
new technology to implementing new 
protocols and procedures.
     “Every administration is different, but 
it is our job to implement the changes 
coming from the front office—and to do 
it right,” Riddick said.

     Baltimore City State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby was joined by victim/witness advocates for the 
unveiling of the SAO’s new victim/witness waiting room in the Clarence Mitchell Jr. Courthouse. 
The room was re-designed by Design Angels of America.
     Transforming the Victim/Witness Services Unit into a premiere constituent service organization 
was a primary objective from the onset of State’s Attorney Mosby’s administration. Since 2015, 
the Victim/Witness Services Unit has doubled in size and has expanded its capacity to deliver 
court accompaniment and advocacy services to all felony cases. The SAO secured a $2.4M grant 
from the Governor’s Office of Crime Control and Prevention through the Victims of Crime Act 
(VOCA) in 2016 to help fund the expansion of the unit and redesign the new space.
     Each and every victim or witness associated with a case being prosecuted by the SAO is 
welcome to use the Victim/Witness Services room located in the Mitchell Courthouse.



Alexander then directed his attention to Dozier, shooting him several 
more times while standing over him.
     Witnesses gave accounts of the shooting that were consistent with 
video surveillance that captured the incident.
     Alexander gave a statement when he was arrested, denying he was 
the shooter and claiming he was somewhere else at the time of the 
murder. Authorities analyzed cell site information from Alexander’s 
phone and determined he was near the location at the time of the 
shooting.
     “I vividly remember this evening, as I couldn’t fathom the atrocity 
of this brutal attack outside of a convenience store, and the heartless 
nature of this defendant,” said State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby. “This 
was a cold and callous crime, for which this defendant will spend 
the rest of his life in jail—the toughest penalty allowable under  
Maryland law.”

       “Our prosecutors have been sworn to not 
only aggressively advocate on behalf of the 
victims of crime, but must also pursue justice 
on behalf of those who are wrongly convicted 
when the appropriate evidence presents 
itself,” said State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby. 
     CIU Chief Lauren Lipscomb said that the 
re-investigation began in earnest after Jerome 
Johnson’s private attorney, Nancy Forster, 
contacted her. Johnson had exhausted all of 
his post-trial remedies and contacting the SAO 
was his final path to freedom.
     “Ms. Forster presented us with compelling 
new evidence that appeared to contradict 
the evidence elicited at trial.” Chief 
Lipscomb said. “As the re-investigation 
moved forward, with the agreement of 
Ms. Forster, we engaged our grant partners 
at the Mid Atlantic Innocence Project.” 
     On July 14th in 1988, Aaron Taylor was shot 
to death at the Night Owl Bar, located in the 
3600 block of Woodland Avenue. Witnesses 
reported that three other men accompanied 

the shooter, Alvin Hill. Reginald Dorsey, Tommy 
Carroll, and Jerome Johnson were all tried as 
co-defendants alongside Hill. At trial, Carroll 
was acquitted.
     According to the re-investigation, Alvin Hill 
— who has since passed — signed an affidavit 
admitting that Johnson was not present when 
he murdered Taylor. Dorsey and Carroll also 
provided independent statements admitting 
that Johnson was not present. Lipscomb and 
her team also confirmed new information from 
witnesses that Johnson was standing one block 
away when Taylor was shot.
     At Johnson’s hearing, Chief Lipscomb 
briefed the court on the SAO’s re-investigation 
effort. After presenting the new information, 
Chief Lipscomb moved to have a joint writ 
of actual innocence petition granted. The 
State then entered a nolle prosequi for 
each charge. Johnson was then processed 
and released to his family and friends 
after nearly 30 years of confinement. 
     Mr. Johnson calmly shared his first thoughts 

as a free man after being released.
      “I would like to thank everyone involved in this 
investigation,” Mr. Johnson said. “I would like 
to thank Marilyn Mosby for bringing Conviction 
Integrity to the State’s Attorney’s Office in 
Baltimore [City]. It really does save lives.” 
     State’s Attorney Mosby says she was proud 
to have seen another wrongfully accused 
person set free.
      “I’d like to apologize to Mr. Jerome Johnson 
and his family on behalf of the criminal justice 
system for the pain they’ve endured because 
of his wrongful conviction — it is my hope that 
now that he is set free, that Mr. Johnson is 
able to return home, heal, adjust to his rightly-
deserved freedom” State’s Attorney Mosby said. 
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     Dashonn Gipson was sentenced to 
life in prison for the first degree murder 
of Tiffany Lowery. He was also convicted 
and sentenced to 20 years for the use of 
a handgun in the commission of a crime 
of violence, and sentenced to 5 years for 
being a prohibited person in possession 
of a firearm. Assistant State’s Attorney 
Traci Robinson prosecuted the case.
     On June 8, 2016 at approximately 
7:00 p.m., officers responded to the 1300 block of James Street for 
a shooting. Upon arrival, officers located the victim, Tiffany Lowery, 
suffering from multiple gunshot wounds to her back.
     Detectives located a surveillance camera from a corner store 
that showed Gipson firing in the direction of Lowery. Police also 
discovered Gipson had tossed a soda can while being recorded. 
Police found the can, which had Gipson’s fingerprints on it. Witnesses 
placed Gipson at the scene. 
     “Tiffany Lowery is no longer here because of this perpetuator’s 
blatant disregard for human life,” said State’s Attorney Marilyn 
Mosby. “Clearly, he should not live freely in our community after 
such a reckless act, and I am pleased we were able to secure these 
convictions and sentences so that he will never have the opportunity 
to take another life in our city again.”

SODA CAN USED TO CONVICT 
GUNMAN, SECURE LIFE PLUS 
25 YEARS SENTENCE

2 3 4

FOREST PARK MASS 
SHOOTER SENTENCED

2017 PROSECUTORIAL 
SUCCESSES CONVICTION RATES

VIOLENT REPEAT OFFENDER 
FACING 100 YEARS  FOR 
DOUBLE SHOOTING, CLAIMING 
THE LIFE OF 13-YEAR-OLD 
BYSTANDER

WRONGFULLY CONVICTED, JEROME JOHNSON SET FREE

 Anthony Clark Jr. was convicted of second 
degree murder, attempted second degree 
murder, and two counts of using a handgun 
in the commission of a crime of violence. 
Assistant State’s Attorney Kurt Bjorklund 
prosecuted the case.
 On June 11, 2016 at approximately 1:30 
a.m., Homicide detectives were called to 
the 900 block of Pennsylvania Avenue. Upon 
arrival, the detectives were advised that the 

unintended victim, 13-year-old Diandre Barnes, was found lying on the 
ground suffering from multiple gunshot wounds. A second shooting 
victim was also at the scene. Barnes was later pronounced dead at 
Maryland Shock Trauma.
 Witnesses later identified Clark Jr. as the shooter. At the time of 
his arrest, Clark was pending separate attempted first degree murder, 
armed robbery, and fourth degree burglary charges.
 “This defendant obviously has a penchant for violence and does 
not deserve to live freely among the rest of us,” said State’s Attorney 
Marilyn Mosby. “Fortunately, this conviction means there is one fewer 
violent repeat offender terrorizing Baltimore.” 
 Clark is facing 100 years at sentencing.      State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby stood 

with representatives from several federal, 
state, and local law enforcement agencies 
to announce the indictments of several 
members of a drug trafficking organization 
operating out of South Baltimore’s Brooklyn 
community.
     A Baltimore City Grand Jury indicted 
Montez “Woo” Chapman and Darnell “Dirt” 
Worrell — the alleged leaders of the 5th and 

Patapsco drug trafficking organization— along with several of their co-
conspirators: DeQwan “Flames” Cheatham, Crystal Whye, and Terron 
“Block” Brinkley, who were charged with conspiracy and related CDS 
charges.
     The indictments allege that Chapman, Worrell, Brinkley, Whye, and 
Cheatham engaged in a conspiracy to sell fentanyl on the streets of 
Baltimore City dating back to at least February 2017.
 Chapman is believed to have purchased approximately 200 grams 
of fentanyl every two to three weeks. The Grand Jury also indicted 
Chapman in another conspiracy with Tracy Hendricks, wherein 
Chapman allegedly supplied Hendricks with fentanyl for distribution. 
 Chapman was arrested and found to be in possession of 
approximately 100 gel capsules of fentanyl and more than $1,200. 
Additional searches of his vehicles and home yielded a Hi-Point 9mm 
handgun, CDS manufacturing equipment, more than 300 grams of 
fentanyl, and an additional $25,000.
 The indictments are merely allegations. The defendants are 
presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable 
doubt in a court of law. 

 State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby and members of the law 
enforcement community announced the indictment of several 
senior members of a drug trafficking organization operating out of 
Cherry Hill.
 In late 2016, federal, state, and local law enforcement launched 
a joint investigation into the distribution of heroin and fentanyl 
throughout Baltimore City and Anne Arundel County. Joseph 
Milligan, Marquise McElveen, Randie Howard, Travis Anderson, and 
Kereem Thompson (New York resident) were indicted as a result of 
the investigation.
 According to investigators, Thompson attempted to make a 
heroin and fentanyl delivery to Milligan. Thompson’s vehicle was 
intercepted and authorities recovered 167 grams of Heroin/Fentanyl 
mixed and packaged into a white plastic bag. A separate plastic bag 
of 50 grams of Fentanyl was also found.
 Milligan, McElveen, Howard, and Anderson were later arrested 
in a drug bust coordinated by this investigation. During the sweep, 
a firearm, approximately 450 grams of heroin and fentanyl, and 
thousands of dollars in cash were seized.
 “Our local drug trade fuels violence and murder; so I count 
this takedown as another battle won against the scourge of 
unconscionable violence that we too often see on our city’s streets,” 
State’s Attorney Mosby said.
 The indictments are merely an allegation. The defendants 
are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt in a court of law.

SAO, FEDS, STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TAKE 
DOWN TWO SOUTH BALTIMORE FENTANYL DISTRIBUTORS

5TH & PATAPSCO DRUG BUST MILLIGAN CREW DRUG BUST

During the 2018 
legislative session, the 
Office of the State’s 
Attorney for Baltimore 
City (SAO) supported 
several bills intended 
to hold violent 
offenders accountable 
and protect victims’ 
rights. The following 
successful bills impact 
the SAO and our 
stakeholders.

Unless vetoed by 
Governor Hogan, 
the bills will become 
Maryland law on the 
date listed.
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the shooter and claiming he was somewhere else at the time of the 
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phone and determined he was near the location at the time of the 
shooting.
     “I vividly remember this evening, as I couldn’t fathom the atrocity 
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was his final path to freedom.
     “Ms. Forster presented us with compelling 
new evidence that appeared to contradict 
the evidence elicited at trial.” Chief 
Lipscomb said. “As the re-investigation 
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the shooter, Alvin Hill. Reginald Dorsey, Tommy 
Carroll, and Jerome Johnson were all tried as 
co-defendants alongside Hill. At trial, Carroll 
was acquitted.
     According to the re-investigation, Alvin Hill 
— who has since passed — signed an affidavit 
admitting that Johnson was not present when 
he murdered Taylor. Dorsey and Carroll also 
provided independent statements admitting 
that Johnson was not present. Lipscomb and 
her team also confirmed new information from 
witnesses that Johnson was standing one block 
away when Taylor was shot.
     At Johnson’s hearing, Chief Lipscomb 
briefed the court on the SAO’s re-investigation 
effort. After presenting the new information, 
Chief Lipscomb moved to have a joint writ 
of actual innocence petition granted. The 
State then entered a nolle prosequi for 
each charge. Johnson was then processed 
and released to his family and friends 
after nearly 30 years of confinement. 
     Mr. Johnson calmly shared his first thoughts 

as a free man after being released.
      “I would like to thank everyone involved in this 
investigation,” Mr. Johnson said. “I would like 
to thank Marilyn Mosby for bringing Conviction 
Integrity to the State’s Attorney’s Office in 
Baltimore [City]. It really does save lives.” 
     State’s Attorney Mosby says she was proud 
to have seen another wrongfully accused 
person set free.
      “I’d like to apologize to Mr. Jerome Johnson 
and his family on behalf of the criminal justice 
system for the pain they’ve endured because 
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able to return home, heal, adjust to his rightly-
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life in prison for the first degree murder 
of Tiffany Lowery. He was also convicted 
and sentenced to 20 years for the use of 
a handgun in the commission of a crime 
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being a prohibited person in possession 
of a firearm. Assistant State’s Attorney 
Traci Robinson prosecuted the case.
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suffering from multiple gunshot wounds to her back.
     Detectives located a surveillance camera from a corner store 
that showed Gipson firing in the direction of Lowery. Police also 
discovered Gipson had tossed a soda can while being recorded. 
Police found the can, which had Gipson’s fingerprints on it. Witnesses 
placed Gipson at the scene. 
     “Tiffany Lowery is no longer here because of this perpetuator’s 
blatant disregard for human life,” said State’s Attorney Marilyn 
Mosby. “Clearly, he should not live freely in our community after 
such a reckless act, and I am pleased we were able to secure these 
convictions and sentences so that he will never have the opportunity 
to take another life in our city again.”
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his arrest, Clark was pending separate attempted first degree murder, 
armed robbery, and fourth degree burglary charges.
 “This defendant obviously has a penchant for violence and does 
not deserve to live freely among the rest of us,” said State’s Attorney 
Marilyn Mosby. “Fortunately, this conviction means there is one fewer 
violent repeat offender terrorizing Baltimore.” 
 Clark is facing 100 years at sentencing.      State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby stood 

with representatives from several federal, 
state, and local law enforcement agencies 
to announce the indictments of several 
members of a drug trafficking organization 
operating out of South Baltimore’s Brooklyn 
community.
     A Baltimore City Grand Jury indicted 
Montez “Woo” Chapman and Darnell “Dirt” 
Worrell — the alleged leaders of the 5th and 

Patapsco drug trafficking organization— along with several of their co-
conspirators: DeQwan “Flames” Cheatham, Crystal Whye, and Terron 
“Block” Brinkley, who were charged with conspiracy and related CDS 
charges.
     The indictments allege that Chapman, Worrell, Brinkley, Whye, and 
Cheatham engaged in a conspiracy to sell fentanyl on the streets of 
Baltimore City dating back to at least February 2017.
 Chapman is believed to have purchased approximately 200 grams 
of fentanyl every two to three weeks. The Grand Jury also indicted 
Chapman in another conspiracy with Tracy Hendricks, wherein 
Chapman allegedly supplied Hendricks with fentanyl for distribution. 
 Chapman was arrested and found to be in possession of 
approximately 100 gel capsules of fentanyl and more than $1,200. 
Additional searches of his vehicles and home yielded a Hi-Point 9mm 
handgun, CDS manufacturing equipment, more than 300 grams of 
fentanyl, and an additional $25,000.
 The indictments are merely allegations. The defendants are 
presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable 
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 According to investigators, Thompson attempted to make a 
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life in prison for the first degree murder 
of Tiffany Lowery. He was also convicted 
and sentenced to 20 years for the use of 
a handgun in the commission of a crime 
of violence, and sentenced to 5 years for 
being a prohibited person in possession 
of a firearm. Assistant State’s Attorney 
Traci Robinson prosecuted the case.
     On June 8, 2016 at approximately 
7:00 p.m., officers responded to the 1300 block of James Street for 
a shooting. Upon arrival, officers located the victim, Tiffany Lowery, 
suffering from multiple gunshot wounds to her back.
     Detectives located a surveillance camera from a corner store 
that showed Gipson firing in the direction of Lowery. Police also 
discovered Gipson had tossed a soda can while being recorded. 
Police found the can, which had Gipson’s fingerprints on it. Witnesses 
placed Gipson at the scene. 
     “Tiffany Lowery is no longer here because of this perpetuator’s 
blatant disregard for human life,” said State’s Attorney Marilyn 
Mosby. “Clearly, he should not live freely in our community after 
such a reckless act, and I am pleased we were able to secure these 
convictions and sentences so that he will never have the opportunity 
to take another life in our city again.”

SODA CAN USED TO CONVICT 
GUNMAN, SECURE LIFE PLUS 
25 YEARS SENTENCE

2 3 4

FOREST PARK MASS 
SHOOTER SENTENCED

2017 PROSECUTORIAL 
SUCCESSES CONVICTION RATES

VIOLENT REPEAT OFFENDER 
FACING 100 YEARS  FOR 
DOUBLE SHOOTING, CLAIMING 
THE LIFE OF 13-YEAR-OLD 
BYSTANDER

WRONGFULLY CONVICTED, JEROME JOHNSON SET FREE

 Anthony Clark Jr. was convicted of second 
degree murder, attempted second degree 
murder, and two counts of using a handgun 
in the commission of a crime of violence. 
Assistant State’s Attorney Kurt Bjorklund 
prosecuted the case.
 On June 11, 2016 at approximately 1:30 
a.m., Homicide detectives were called to 
the 900 block of Pennsylvania Avenue. Upon 
arrival, the detectives were advised that the 

unintended victim, 13-year-old Diandre Barnes, was found lying on the 
ground suffering from multiple gunshot wounds. A second shooting 
victim was also at the scene. Barnes was later pronounced dead at 
Maryland Shock Trauma.
 Witnesses later identified Clark Jr. as the shooter. At the time of 
his arrest, Clark was pending separate attempted first degree murder, 
armed robbery, and fourth degree burglary charges.
 “This defendant obviously has a penchant for violence and does 
not deserve to live freely among the rest of us,” said State’s Attorney 
Marilyn Mosby. “Fortunately, this conviction means there is one fewer 
violent repeat offender terrorizing Baltimore.” 
 Clark is facing 100 years at sentencing.      State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby stood 

with representatives from several federal, 
state, and local law enforcement agencies 
to announce the indictments of several 
members of a drug trafficking organization 
operating out of South Baltimore’s Brooklyn 
community.
     A Baltimore City Grand Jury indicted 
Montez “Woo” Chapman and Darnell “Dirt” 
Worrell — the alleged leaders of the 5th and 

Patapsco drug trafficking organization— along with several of their co-
conspirators: DeQwan “Flames” Cheatham, Crystal Whye, and Terron 
“Block” Brinkley, who were charged with conspiracy and related CDS 
charges.
     The indictments allege that Chapman, Worrell, Brinkley, Whye, and 
Cheatham engaged in a conspiracy to sell fentanyl on the streets of 
Baltimore City dating back to at least February 2017.
 Chapman is believed to have purchased approximately 200 grams 
of fentanyl every two to three weeks. The Grand Jury also indicted 
Chapman in another conspiracy with Tracy Hendricks, wherein 
Chapman allegedly supplied Hendricks with fentanyl for distribution. 
 Chapman was arrested and found to be in possession of 
approximately 100 gel capsules of fentanyl and more than $1,200. 
Additional searches of his vehicles and home yielded a Hi-Point 9mm 
handgun, CDS manufacturing equipment, more than 300 grams of 
fentanyl, and an additional $25,000.
 The indictments are merely allegations. The defendants are 
presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable 
doubt in a court of law. 

 State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby and members of the law 
enforcement community announced the indictment of several 
senior members of a drug trafficking organization operating out of 
Cherry Hill.
 In late 2016, federal, state, and local law enforcement launched 
a joint investigation into the distribution of heroin and fentanyl 
throughout Baltimore City and Anne Arundel County. Joseph 
Milligan, Marquise McElveen, Randie Howard, Travis Anderson, and 
Kereem Thompson (New York resident) were indicted as a result of 
the investigation.
 According to investigators, Thompson attempted to make a 
heroin and fentanyl delivery to Milligan. Thompson’s vehicle was 
intercepted and authorities recovered 167 grams of Heroin/Fentanyl 
mixed and packaged into a white plastic bag. A separate plastic bag 
of 50 grams of Fentanyl was also found.
 Milligan, McElveen, Howard, and Anderson were later arrested 
in a drug bust coordinated by this investigation. During the sweep, 
a firearm, approximately 450 grams of heroin and fentanyl, and 
thousands of dollars in cash were seized.
 “Our local drug trade fuels violence and murder; so I count 
this takedown as another battle won against the scourge of 
unconscionable violence that we too often see on our city’s streets,” 
State’s Attorney Mosby said.
 The indictments are merely an allegation. The defendants 
are presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt in a court of law.

SAO, FEDS, STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TAKE 
DOWN TWO SOUTH BALTIMORE FENTANYL DISTRIBUTORS

5TH & PATAPSCO DRUG BUST MILLIGAN CREW DRUG BUST

During the 2018 
legislative session, the 
Office of the State’s 
Attorney for Baltimore 
City (SAO) supported 
several bills intended 
to hold violent 
offenders accountable 
and protect victims’ 
rights. The following 
successful bills impact 
the SAO and our 
stakeholders.

Unless vetoed by 
Governor Hogan, 
the bills will become 
Maryland law on the 
date listed.
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     Damon Alexander was sentenced to two Life sentences plus 110 years for a 
mass shooting outside of a store in November of 2016. Alexander was convicted 
of two counts of first degree murder; two counts of attempted first degree 
murder; two counts of attempted second degree murder; and several handgun 
charges. Assistant State’s Attorney Elizabeth Stock prosecuted the case.
     On November 30, 2016 at approximately 6:00 p.m., police responded to a call for a shooting at 
a business located in the 2900 block of Garrison Boulevard. Upon arrival, six victims were located 
throughout the store and parking lot area. Davon Dozier was found dead directly in front of the entrance 
to the convenience store; and Troy Smothers was located near him and transported to Shock Trauma, 
where he was later pronounced dead. Four additional victims were located near the store.
Police learned that the victims were standing in a group outside the store when Alexander approached from 
around the corner and started shooting— striking all of them and two others who were also outside the store. 

MAN SHOOTS SIX KILLING 
TWO, SENTENCED TO DOUBLE 
LIFE PLUS 110 YEARS

 Jerome Johnson was released from prison 
after serving nearly 30 years in prison for a 
murder he did not commit. State’s Attorney 
Marilyn Mosby joined members of the SAO’s 
Conviction Integrity Unit (CIU), attorneys 
from the Mid Atlantic Innocence Project, as 
well as Johnson’s private counsel, family, and 
friends to welcome Johnson upon his release. 
      Johnson is the third person in three and 
a half years to be exonerated and freed from 
prison under the Mosby administration. 
Malcolm Bryant and Lamar Johnson were 
exonerated in 2016 and 2017 respectively, 
both having served approximately 15 years in 
prison for murders they did not commit.

SAO AND MID ATLANTIC INNOCENCE 
PROJECT TEAM UP TO EXONERATE AN 
INNOCENT MAN

SAO staff, prosecutors, government officials, and community members met at Humanim Inc. to discuss the criminal justice challenges faced by 
Baltimore’s senior citizens. Thank you to all of the attendees who made this a wonderful and worthwhile event!
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     Stephanie Riddick is the Administrative 
Assistant for District Court, and is 
responsible for supervising more than two 
dozen SAO administrative staffers.
     Riddick has spent the past 22 years at the 
SAO coordinating with judges’ chambers, 
organizing dockets, processing paperwork 
to ensure prosecutions flow smoothly, 
and mentoring junior administrative 
assistants and ASAs.
     She began her career in law enforcement 
as an administrative assistant at the FBI. 
Riddick later transitioned into a division 
of the Bureau that was responsible for 
verifying the identity of investigation 
suspects, where she met current Homicide 
Unit Administrative Assistant, Carol Colby.
     “They told us they were moving our 
Division to Shinnston, West Virginia,” said 
Riddick, a lifelong Baltimore City resident. 
“As soon as it was announced, Carol took 
a job with the SAO. They took us out to 
visit the new facility and talked to us 
about the transition, but I just couldn’t 
imagine leaving Baltimore.”
     Colby reached out to Riddick and told 
her about an opening at the SAO. Riddick 
was hired as a Felony clerk. Six years later, 
she was promoted to her current position.
     Riddick takes time to mentor staff through 
changes in the office from incorporating 
new technology to implementing new 
protocols and procedures.
     “Every administration is different, but 
it is our job to implement the changes 
coming from the front office—and to do 
it right,” Riddick said.

     Baltimore City State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby was joined by victim/witness advocates for the 
unveiling of the SAO’s new victim/witness waiting room in the Clarence Mitchell Jr. Courthouse. 
The room was re-designed by Design Angels of America.
     Transforming the Victim/Witness Services Unit into a premiere constituent service organization 
was a primary objective from the onset of State’s Attorney Mosby’s administration. Since 2015, 
the Victim/Witness Services Unit has doubled in size and has expanded its capacity to deliver 
court accompaniment and advocacy services to all felony cases. The SAO secured a $2.4M grant 
from the Governor’s Office of Crime Control and Prevention through the Victims of Crime Act 
(VOCA) in 2016 to help fund the expansion of the unit and redesign the new space.
     Each and every victim or witness associated with a case being prosecuted by the SAO is 
welcome to use the Victim/Witness Services room located in the Mitchell Courthouse.
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