THE JUSTICE REPORT

Community and Corporate Partners Donate Almost
$50,000 to Help Baltimore’s Youth Have a Safer Summer

An Inside Look:
Juvenile Justice Division and Chief

In late August, the BCSAO’s third installment
of its youth-focused #PopUp series came to a
spirited close with its first all-white themed
boat cruise for 200 teen attendees. Spirit of
Baltimore hosted the party that featured a
buffet, music, games and dancing with sights
from Baltimore’s Harbor and the City’s skyline
as the evening’s backdrop.
This summer, the BCSAO received an
unprecedented $47,000 in charitable donations
to provide Baltimore’s young people with
quality recreational activities during the summer
months. Because BCSAO staff is so committed
to helping Baltimore’s youth, traditionally, the
#PopUp series was funded by members of the
agency’s leadership team. Past #PopUp events
have also been funded, in part, through grant
funding provided through Baltimore City
Health department’s ReCAST grant which
supports community and youth initiatives in
21217. During the 2019 installment, many
previous #PopUp partners returned, alongside
a host of new volunteers, organizations and
vendors. Because of this year’s private and
public partners, students and families enjoyed
first-time experiences and local attractions such
as Shake and Bake Family Fun Center, the
Maryland Science Center and Camden Yards.
All events also include healthy, nutritious food,
security and a myriad of resources from on-site
speech therapy to mental health and workforce
development services.

The Juvenile Justice Division’s newest chief,
Walter can prioritize cases where youth come
in contact with the justice system from a more
extensive scope. He says that his division is one
of the most critical units of change the system
has. “I often tell new prosecutors that if you truly
care about our City and its future, Juvenile is
the place you want to be,” says Walter. “For all
the sentences I facilitated in the adult system,
none compares to the possible multi-generational
change you can make by reaching one respondent
in juvenile.”
The three tenants of the Juvenile Division are
accountability, public safety, and rehabilitation.
It is the arm of BCSAO charged with the
prosecution of people under the age of 18
accused of a criminal matter. The Juvenile
Division is key in providing rehabilitative
services to reduce juvenile’s risk of reoffending.

For the third summer in a row, the BCSAO’s
#PopUp series continued the tradition of hosting
free events each Friday, from 6 pm to 9 pm, a time
frame that has historically shown to be peak hours
for violence in Baltimore City. The 2019 summer
series touched over 2,700 students and families,
totaling over 6,000 participants since 2017.

Don Walter says that he discovered his passion
for juvenile justice during his days as a prosecutor
for Harford County’s State’s Attorney Office.
To gain courtroom experience, Walter had to
prosecute a variety of state criminal matters from
traffic offenses, child sex abuse, and homicides.
He realized that his trials involving child victims
and juvenile respondents “were cases I always felt
compelled to prioritize,” says Walter.

Both objectives — rehabilitation and
prosecution of criminal matters — are necessary
to maintain public safety, yet have long been the
source of a societal chasm between two court
systems and their contrasting ideas about what
to do with offending adolescents. Nonetheless,
Walter believes very strongly in his division’s focus
on rehabilitation in the juvenile system, rather
than punishment. “Our prosecutors have sort of
a dual role in that they are part prosecutor and
part social worker. They have to look to what will
best help the city as a whole, be it matching a
respondent with a diversion program, or seeking
to get a transfer denied,” says Walter. “We believe
that each case is an opportunity to intervene in
a child’s life. We can truly effect systemic, longterm cultural change that can help our city for
generations to come.”
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To become a #PopUp partner, contact the Director
of Crime Control and Prevention Angel White
at awhite@stattorney.org or our Youth Violence
Prevention Coordinator Shalik Fulton at
sfulton@stattorney.org.
Want to view more images?
Find us on Facebook and take a look.
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443.984.6219
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Reginald Williams
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2019 Victim and Witness
Fund Run
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Merrick Moise
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Francois Browne Found Guilty
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Justice for Taylor:
Man Who Shot and Killed Seven Year Old Girl is
Sentenced to 75 Years in Prison
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COMMUNITY
Thank you to our 2019 Summer PopUp Partners:
Mayor Bernard C. “Jack” Young, Baltimore City
Police Department, Baltimore School Police,
Baltimore City Health Department, DTLR,
Brown Advisory, CareFirst, BlueCross BlueShield,
the Abell Foundation, the Warnock Foundation,
Concerted Care Group, LifeBridge Health,
the Law Office of James L. Rhodes and Weis
Markets.

Marilyn J. Mosby, State’s Attorney

Follow Us @BaltimoreSAO

On the afternoon of July 5, 2018, a car carrying
four passengers, traveling in the Lyndhurst
neighborhood, was suddenly shot multiple times.
The bullets struck the vehicle, piercing the centerrear seat where, 7-year-old Taylor Hayes was sitting.
The child was rushed to the hospital but despite
several surgical inventions, Hayes succumbed to her
injuries two weeks later.
An eyewitness identified Keon Gray as the
gunman and reported that Gray intentionally
opened fire on the car. Gray — a violent repeat
offender — has been prohibited from possessing
a firearm since 2007 due to previous felony
convictions. Keon Gray was sentenced on October
18 to 75 years in prison for Hayes’ murder.
In an official statement to the press, State’s
Attorney Marilyn Mosby praised the partnership
between prosecutors and the Baltimore Police
Department for removing a violent criminal from
our streets.
“Keon Gray was sentenced today to 75 years in

prison for his reckless and irresponsible crime when
he took the life of the precious and innocent sevenyear-old child, Taylor. For those who think they can
take a life without any repercussions, let today serve
as a reminder that we will be relentless in our efforts
to effectively prosecute these cases and recommend the
stiffest possible sentences, as we seek to ensure justice
is served. I applaud the work of prosecutors, Charles
Blomquist and Matt Pillion, as well as our partners
at the Baltimore Police Department. Through this
partnership and collaboration, we successfully removed
a violent criminal from our streets. Together, we can
eradicate violence from our city and achieve the progress
that we seek and that our communities deserve.”

In August, Three BPD
Officers Separately
Convicted For Assaulting
City Residents
The Public Trust,Police Integrity Unit (PIU) is
a stand-alone division of the Office of the State’s
Attorney for Baltimore City (BCSAO) that handles
cases involving everything from excessive force
and police involved shootings to overtime fraud.
PIU attorneys are tasked with investigating official
misconduct by public officials and reviewing the case
for prosecutorial merit.

Continued on page 2

Prosecutors From Around the World Unite in Kenya
Race to Support
Baltimore’s CrimeVictims

Baltimore City State’s Attorney Marilyn
Mosby and nearly 100 prosecutors from across
the world joined Kenya’s Chief Director of Public
Prosecutions, Prosecutor Noordin Mohammed
Haji to discuss proven and emerging best practices
in strengthening prosecutorial reform. State’s
Attorney Mosby presented about cross-global
collaborations and shared her experiences to
bring reform to Baltimore. She went on behalf
of Fair and Just Prosecution to discuss 21
principles of 21st Century Prosecutors. She
discussed several bold initiatives she introduced
to engage the community and collaborate with
other criminal justice partners to achieve the
shared goal of delivering “justice for all.” The
two-day workshop convened leaders together to
learn from shared experiences to leverage bold
ideas and policy innovations to combat crime
more effectively.

Continued from page 1

In August, the PIU convicted 24-year veteran
at the Baltimore City Police Department
(BPD) Officer Michael Gentil for assaulting
a pedestrian during an off-duty roadrage dispute. Multiple witness testimonies
corroborated Citi Watch camera footage that
captured off-duty officer Gentil exit his vehicle,
aim his gun at an unnamed pedestrian and
verbally assault him. He was sentenced to three
years in prison for assault plus five years for the
handgun use. The defendant then asked to be
allowed an appeal bond, and over the State’s
objection, the Court granted it — ordering
that Gentil enter house arrest effective on
October 18th and that he remain on house
arrest pending his appeal.
Also in August, the BCSAO secured
convictions for two other BPD officers who
assaulted City residents. Officer Carlos

Rivera Martinez was convicted of seconddegree assault and misconduct in office for
the attack of a juvenile outside of City Hall.
He was sentenced to six months in prison,
two years of supervised probation and 500
hours of anger management counseling and
community service upon his release.
Finally, body-worn camera video captured
former Baltimore Police Probationary Status
Officer, Arthur Williams, punch a resident
multiple times in the face, head, neck and upper
body. The recordings confirmed that the victim
never resisted or fought back during his attack.
Williams was sentenced to nine months in prison
for misconduct in office and for assault in the
second degree following two years of supervised
probation and anger management counseling.
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“ It is our objective to pursue
justice for the citizens of
Baltimore by holding criminal
actors accountable
even if they wear a uniform.”
Division Chief, Public Trust, Police Integrity Unit
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In September, the BCSAO hit the ground
running with its 15th Annual Victims’ Fund
Run. Over 100 runners and walkers registered
for this year’s charity race, ready to run and
willing to lend their support in fundraising to
serve Baltimore’s victims of crime.
“We raise funds for the Victims’ Emergency
Fund twice a year through Fund Run and Winter
Solstice,” State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby said,
“Hosting a successful race means that victims in
need will have access to the resources they need
during one of their most vulnerable times.”
Proceeds from the event went directly to
the Victims’ Emergency Fund (VEF), a vital
resource to crime victims, helping them with
unforeseen financial challenges resulting
from their encounters with crime. Eligible
costs include repairing broken windows and
locks, replacing stolen medication, cleaning
up crime scenes, and more.
During the awards portion of the race, State’s
Attorney Marilyn Mosby personally thanked
Charm City Run for hosting this year’s race.
The BCSAO was also honored to have WBAL
anchors, Ashley Hinson and Andre Hepkins,
co-chair the event. Runners, walkers, partners
and BCSAO staff who showed up to support
the 5K were also personally acknowledged by
the State’s Attorney. “Although today’s race has
ended, the mission of protecting our city’s most
vulnerable residents must continue,” State’s
Attorney Mosby told the crowd. “Public
safety is everyone’s responsibility and we all
have our own part to play. Thank you for
joining this mission.”
Top male and female finishers for this year’s
race were Cecilia Alvarez (f ) and Langston
Gash (m).
Want to view more images?
Find us on Facebook and take a look.
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State’s Attorney Mosby
Responds to Governor
Hogan’s Letter on
Baltimore’s Crime
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Recently, Governor Hogan instructed
Attorney General Brian Frosh to intervene and prosecute more violent crimes in
Baltimore city. State's Attorney Mosby
responded to Governor Hogan with a letter
offering real solutions to Baltimore's crime
and again extended another invite to meet
and discuss the city's crime problem. Since
State's Attorney Mosby has not recieved a
response to her request to meet with the
Governor, she offered, in the spirit of collaboration, that they tackle gun violence
and use state level support to achieve the
following solutions:
1) Collaborate to solve more homicide
cases and increase homicide clearance
rates
2) Collaborate to remove guns from our
streets

Local Terrorist Given 2 Life Sentences Plus 60 Years
For Three-Day Shooting Spree
Mausean Carter was found guilty of firstdegree murder and second degree murder, in
addition to six separate counts of attempted
murder, use of a handgun in the commission
of a crime of violence and being a prohibited
person in possession of a gun. He was sentenced
to life without parole plus an additional
consecutive life sentence plus 60 years.
“The shootings committed by the defendant
were acts of terrorism and anyone capable of
committing that magnitude of vindictiveness
should not be in society,” said State’s Attorney
Marilyn Mosby in her statement to the public.
On December 14, 2017, officers responded to
a report of a non-fatal shooting in the 3700
block of West Coldspring Lane. Later that day,
a witness to a separate fatal shooting nearby
told detectives that the driver of a gray fourdoor sedan pointed his handgun from his
window and shot victim, Martell Harris, as he
was crossing the street. Camera footage from
a nearby business captured the gray vehicle

Deadly Boyfriend Who Killed Two Boys in Six Years is Found Guilty

3) Interrupt cycles of gun violence
4) Collaborate to stop rampant violence
funneled between state prisons/
jails and the streets of Baltimore
5) Collaborate to fix a broken juvenile
justice system
Mosby concluded her letter acknowledging the work of her prosecutors,
but more importantly, recognizing the
BCSAO’s role as public servants in
upholding and protecting the public.
She further acknowledged the importance
of “removing self-serving silos and idle finger-pointing,” to work together in order
to remove serious crime from our city and
state.
Governor Hogan has yet to respond
to the State’s Attorney’s request for a
meeting. To read State’s Attorney Mosby’s letter in its entirety, please visit:
www.togetherwearestronger.com.

fleeing the scene after the shooting.
Later that evening, in the 900 block of
Poplar Grove Street, the same gray four-door
sedan pulled up to a store with an assault-style
weapon aimed from its driver-side window, and
shot multiple rounds into the establishment.
Police discovered one victim, fatally shot in the
back of the store, while two non-fatal victims
were transported to the hospital to be treated
for gunshot wounds to their lower extremities.

At approximately 11:07am the following day,
a patrol officer stopped a silver sedan matching
a BPD alert related to the recent shootings.
When the driver, Mausean Carter, was asked
to exit the car, Carter sped off beginning what
resulted in a 50-minute car chase with police.
During the chase, Carter opened fired at
officers, injuring three civilians.
After the defendant was detained, police
recovered a 7.62 x 39mm Bulgarian 95 rifle
(SLR) and a .40 caliber Hi-Point Smith &
Wesson handgun. Casing found inside the
vehicle also matched the ammunition used in
the previous day’s shootings. Police obtained a
search warrant for the defendant’s home and
recovered more ammunition for both weapons.
“My hopes are that all the residents who were
injured and the many grieving friends and
families have some measure of justice and healing
to their lives from this verdict.” said Mosby.
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Francois Browne, 38, was found guilty
of the second-degree murder of 18-monthold, Zaray Gray for child abuse resulting in
death. He was sentenced on November 7, 2019
to life in prison plus 40 years for the toddler's
death. Prior to Gray's death, Browne previously
served nearly three years in prison for the child
abuse related death of his own son in late 2012.
On July 18, 2018, 17-month-old, Zaray
Gray was pronounced dead by Sinai Hospital

staff shortly after his arrival. The toddler was
observed to have sustained severe bruising to
his forehead, right side, waistline, and neck.
An autopsy subsequently ruled the death a
homicide. A postmortem x-ray also revealed
a broken left clavicle consistent with being
thrown or a substantial fall.
The investigation unearthed that on the
afternoon of July 18, 2018 defendant Francois
Browne took his girlfriend’s three children
to the playground. When they returned, the
children’s mother noticed he began to behave
abnormally. For the remainder of the day, Zaray
was sluggish, wanted to be held more often, and
vomited in his bedroom.
The toddler and his brother were left in the
defendant’s care while Zaray’s mother and sister
ran errands. The child’s mother returned later
that evening to Zaray asleep in her bed. As
the evening progressed, the mother heard the
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child moaning but assumed he was dreaming.
Later at about 10pm, she discovered Zaray was
unresponsive and was not breathing.
In a taped statement, the defendant claimed
that Zaray’s injuries derived from falling and
hitting his head while at the playground that
afternoon. However, in an interview, Zaray’s
brother disclosed that while in Browne’s care, he
saw Browne swing his younger brother around
then drop the crying toddler on the floor.
In her official statement Baltimore City
State’s Attorney Marilyn Mosby thanked
prosecutors, Michele Lambert, Noelle W.
Newman and Sarah Simpkins for their diligence
and unwavering commitment to getting justice
for Zaray. “While our efforts can never restore the
loss of this beautiful young soul, we certainly hope
this guilty verdict brings deserved closure and offers
Zaray’s family a start towards healing.”

