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Numbers are approximate and based on available court
data, in addition to internal disposition data.

As fewer cases involv-
ing illegal possession
of guns have been
dismissed, more poten-
tial trigger-pullers are
incarcerated, and more
cases are referred for
federal prosecution,
the homicide rate has
dropped.

Since July 2022, the
State’s Attorney’s Office
has added 70 more staff
members to the team.
This essential support
has reduced caseloads,
increased prosecutorial
support, and enhanced
services for victims and
witnesses.

Since 2023, State’s Attor-
ney Bates has secured
convictions for 2129
individuals who had an
illegal firearm with a fel-
ony criminal record, were
selling drugs while ille-
gally carrying a firearm,
or committed a murder
or attempted to commit
a murder while using a
firearm. These individuals
were sentenced to incar-
ceration with a minimum

of 5 years without the possibility of parole, resulting in an average
of 1064 violent offenders being removed from Baltimore's streets

annually under the Bates Administration.
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PUBLIC SAFETY LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES
IN 2025

District Court Commissioner Charging Process: The State’s
Attorney’s Office will support Delegate Jackie Addison’s bill
HB0O021, requiring an ASA to approve any warrants resulting from
a criminal complaint to a court commissioner. This bill will ensure
that people are not arrested without cause whenever a citizen files
a complaint with the commissioner by confirming that there is suffi-
cient cause to issue a warrant. The current law does not require an
ASA to approve the warrant, meaning anyone can be arrested after
a citizen files a complaint about them with a court commissioner.

Truancy Protection Program: The State’s Attorney’s Office is work-
ing with Delegate Mark Edelson to introduce legislation that will
establish a robust truancy program to assist families struggling with
getting their children to stay in school. Truancy in our city schools
has been an epidemic in our city for quite some time. Establishing
this program is critical to reducing the truancy rate, increasing grad-
uation rates, and reducing juvenile crime.

Firearms Safety and Protections: The State’s Attorney’s Office will
support a firearms bill that will hold people accountable who leave
a legal firearm unsecured in the vicinity of children. In partnership
with Prince George’s County State’s Attorney Aisha Braveboy, we
will also support legislation targeting “switches” that turn firearms
into semi-automatic weapons that cause mass destruction.

Excessive Force Statute: The State’s Attorney’s Office will be
supporting a bill to add criminal penalties when police officers fail
to intervene and/or prevent their fellow officers who are unlawfully
and intentionally violating the Use of Force law on individuals, and/
or those who fail to offer first-aid to the victim of that excessive use
of force.

Second Chance Act: The State’s Attorney’s Office will once again
push for the passage of the Second Chance Act, allowing individuals
who have served 20 years or more in prison the opportunity for a
reduced sentence and re-entry into society upon meeting certain
obligations. In a similar bill, we will also be supporting the Geriat-
ric and Medical Parole efforts to allow elderly and chronically ill
inmates to get the care they need outside of a prison setting and
spend the end of their lives with their loved ones.
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